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The Mirror Versus the Window

_ by R. J. Evans
The common philosophy of our
culture today fosters the “me, my, and mine” atti-
tude. From early childhood onward, so much em- . | o
phasis is being placed on “have your own way,” nothing be done through selfish ambition or

“do your own thing.” and “look out for number conceit, but in lowliness o_f mind let each es-
one.¥' urow g u u teem others better than himself. Let each of

) ) ) ) you look out not only for his own interests, but
Some see life through a window while others view 3|50 for the interests of others” (Phil. 2:3-4).

life in a mirror. Those who view life in a mirror on-
ly see themselves. They are only concerned with
self, because they can’t see the needs of others
around them. Those who view life through a win-
dow, see others first, with a faded reflection of
self. They are truly concerned about all those
about them. They do everything possible to seek
the good of others. This is how parents should be
teaching their children—look through the window,
not just focus on yourself in the mirror!

There is another mirror, however, that we need to
constantly look into in order to see ourselves as
God sees us—the mirror of God’s Word

(Jas. 1:22-26). As Christians we must always
place Christ and the advancement of His Cause
first in our lives. “But seek first the kingdom of o

God and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be added to
you” (Matt. 6:33). Further we are told to “Let

Thus, living the Christian life is a life of minis-
try and service to others. Jesus taught this
throughout the whole time he lived among
men. At the close of His life here on earth,
He demonstrated what He had been teaching
by performing the lowly act of washing His
disciples’ feet (Jn. 13).

Give some serious thought to the teachings of
Christ before you begin to think you have to
have “your way” in everything. Selfishness
has no place in the service of the Lord. Stop
looking at life in the mirror (of self); view

it through the window!
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Thoughts to Ponder

For if anyone is a hearer
of the word and not a
doer, he is like a man ob-
serving his natural face in a
mirror; for he observes
himself, goes away, and
immediately forgets what
kind of man he was.

(James 1:23-24)
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Life Without a Mirror
By Lenny Chapman

How many times a day do
you take a peek in a mirror?
What would life be like if sud-
denly there were no more
mirrors? Can you imagine
getting ready in the morning
without the time spent in front
of the mirror shaving, getting
our hair just right, and for that
last look at the total outfit be-
fore we step out for the day?
What about going to the store
to buy new clothes? Could
you deal with a system of try-
ing on an outfit and then

Just as we make that second
or third pass in front of the
mirror each morning for
“fine-tuning,” we also should
be “fine-tuning” our spiritual
condition. As a test, would
you consider changing your
morning preparations for

one week?

they look and feel why do we

coming out of the dressing ~ SPend so much time picking
room asking people “How do  ‘just the right” pair out?

| look in this one?” Recently |  Well, of course life would sure-
watched a group spend a ly be different without mirrors.
considerable amount of time |t is quite amazing when you
at a sunglasses display trying think about it, how a piece of
on glasses, looking in the reflective glass can expand
mirror, trying on another pair, our vision so dramatically. Mir-
and looking in the mirror over rors help us see behind and
and over. Imagine walking up beside us while we drive our
to the display of sunglasses  gutomobiles. When placed

and pulling one off saying properly, mirrors can help one
“These look good, I'll buy

them!” If it doesn’t matter how (Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

to see around a corner, or above us, or
below us. However, one of the most im-
portant functions of a mirror and per-
haps the most widely used purpose is
to see the reflection of one’s self! The
time we spend in front of the mirror
helps us to present ourselves in the
best possible way to others, and also
helps boost our own self-confidence.
When looking in a mirror we can see in
advance how we look (outwardly) to
others! Wouldn't it be great if there
were a way to see our reflection inward-
ly?

The Bible is our “looking-glass” to see
our reflection as it pertains to the in-
ward man. The apostle Paul told Timo-
thy that, “All scripture is given by inspi-
ration of God, and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for in-
struction in righteousness: That the
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works”

(2 Tim. 3:16-17). So it is that the scrip-
tures are to be used as a mirror. The
Christian should be able to see his own
reflection as he reads the Word of God.

Certainly for a newborn Christian the
reflection may not be as clear as it will
be for the mature Christian. However,
Paul wrote to those in Corinth encour-
aging them to continue in their study of
the scriptures, and that by applying the
lessons learned, they will soon grow to
know the full meaning of the Christian
lifestyle “For now we see in a mirror,
darkly; but then face to face: now |
know in part; but then shall | know fully
even as also | was fully known”

(1 Cor. 13:12). Just as we make that sec-
ond or third pass in front of the mirror
each morning for “fine-tuning,” we also
should be “fine-tuning” our spiritual condi-
tion. As a test, would you consider chang-
ing your morning preparations for one
week? In this test, start out on Monday
looking in the mirror as many times as you
like until noon. Then refrain from looking
in any mirror until Thursday morning.
What would the results be from this test?

Sadly, there are many who do this very
thing with their spiritual condition. They
will set down their Bible for days at a time
without ever even missing it. Why would
one feel that the inner man is not affected
by this type of action? Of course we are
affected, and in many cases, much more
deeply than one would want to consider.
The scriptures tell us that, “bodily exercise
is profitable for a little; but godliness is
profitable for all things,” (1 Tim. 4:8), itis
the inner man that we should place the
most effort for improvement. “Now the
Lord is the Spirit: and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with
unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are transformed into the
same image from glory to glory, even as
from the Lord the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:17-18).
We can see that it is by application of
God’s word that we become the image of
godliness! So, let us realize the im-
portance of our inner man and check our
spiritual condition as often as we check
our outward condition by looking into Holy
Scriptures, “the mirror” that brings forth
everlasting life!

-
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What Will Your Children Remember?

By Lowell Blasingame

The Psalmist said that a man's
children are "a heritage of the
Lord," (Psa. 127:4). Most admit
that there is something badly
wrong with parents who do not
love and value their children as
such.

Parental love motivates us to be
concerned about our children's
welfare and seek what is best for
them. We try to train them to eat
properly so they will develop
strong healthy bodies. We warn
and advise against dangers of
which they are not aware. We
make decisions for them until we
think they are mature enough to make their own.

Unfortunately, parents often fail their children in the most
important area of all in life - the need for seeking first the
kingdom of God (Mt. 6:33). | once visited with a father
and tried to impress upon him this need. His response to
me was that when he was a child his mother made him
get up on Sundays and go to the little church in the com-
munity where they lived and he made up his mind then
that when he became a man of his own, that he wouldn't
go until he wanted to go. This man later in life came to
recognize that need and obeyed the gospel but his son,
who was in his formative years when | talked with his
father and needed a father's example, didn't get such
then and today is not a Christian. Fathers are admon-
ished to bring up their children "in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord," (Eph. 6:4). Timothy's unfeigned
faith is attributed to the example of a godly mother and
grandmother (2 Tim. 1:5). On the other hand, of Ahaziah
it is said, "For his mother was his counselor to do wick-
edly" (2 Chron. 22:3).

Jeremiah made an observation about his generation that
its sin was written with a pen of iron and the point of a
diamond upon the table of their heart and horns of their
altars, "Whilst their children remember their altars and
their grooves by the green trees upon the high

hills," (Jer. 17:1-2). Judah's example was imprinting the
future of their children - it was being decided by what
they remembered from the example of their forefathers.

Statistics recently released from a study made reveal the
tremendous impact of parental example in the lives of
their children. It was learned that children growing up in
homes whose parents actively participated in the work of
the local congregation had a tendency to be more active
in the work of the congrega-tion when they became

| can conceive of nothing more
heart rending than for one

seeing his child condemned in

the day of judgment and know

that he had influenced his child in
the wrong way. Jeremiah said
that Judah's children would

remember her altars and groves.

adults than those whose parents
manifest little or no interest in the
work of the church. In fact, very
rarely did parents who spasmodi-
cally attended and took no part in
the work of the congregation have
children to become active members
when they became adults. They
exhibited the same undependable
traits that their parents did.

| can conceive of nothing more
heart rending than for one seeing
his child condemned in the day of
judgment and know that he had
influenced his child in the wrong
way. Jeremiah said that Judah's
ember her altars and groves. His
ponnt was that their |dolatry would influence their chil-
dren to serve idols and incur the wrath of Jehovah and
that they were partially responsible for it by their exam-
ples.

What will your children remember? Will it be that you
never obeyed the gospel, or that you turned back and
ceased to serve the Lord, or that you constantly com-
plained and found fault with your brethren in the Lord?
Will they remember that you could sit on a backless
bleacher for a two to three hour ballgame or in a boat
fishing, but that an hour on a bench in the church build-
ing had your back killing you? Will they remember that
you skipped services when kinfolks came, or for a golf
tournament, or for the opening day of deer season?
Will they remember that you bought the best with which
to golf, hunt or fish, that the price of gasoline, motels
and food never kept you from Mountain View, Pigeon
Forge or the beach, but you never could drive fifty or a
hundred miles to worship with brethren and encourage
them in a gospel meeting? Will they remember that you
were always early for the movie, first at the picnic and
in the stands before the first pitch of the ball game, but
that you never seemed to be able to get to worship ser-
vices before the singing had started?

Remembering you will be a major factor in imprinting
the lives of your children and grandchildren, is this
what you want?

"Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before
to judgment; and some men they follow after. Likewise
also the good works of some are manifest before- &
hand; and they that are otherwise cannot be hid"

(1 Tim. 5:24-25).




