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Burdens Children Shouldn't Bear
I recently watched a television commer- by Phillip Mullins ing for some sinful adults, it leaves a

cial that was meant to make me chuck- _ child lost. Children should be taught
le but instead depressed me. It was an advertisement for there is a God who loves but judges all. They should
sandwich meats where a little girl runs a sack lunch out to be taught His word can guide them in every decision.

her mom who is pulling out of the driveway. The intended Children should not be left to fend for themselves while Volume 10, Issue 20 February 24, 2019

humor is to portray the child as the "mother figure" who is parents are occupied with other things. | know of a . . .
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watching out for her mom and making sure she doesn't ; )
forget the things she needs. | suppose the humor would thiteen-year old who had to learn to balance her

have worked on me if | didn't know of children who are hav- _mom's cheqkbook becayse of her mom's irrespons_ibil- s v .

ing to fill that role. In reality, the reversal is tragic. g{&nsgg}ﬁgédse%%%kséhtﬂ;g\;gnwza:)z?:rﬂ ‘g%suhngh%rdo TE Ch& té S WLE By Jeffer)' Kingry

The Bible places parents and children in distinct roles: it. A child needs to learn responsibility but not by being i i "When thou art bidden of an

"Children obey your parents in the Lord, . . .fathers. . .bring  totally responsible for all his needs. 4 i i ddi it not d y

them up in the training and admonition of the Lord" "For the  Ghildren should not be stuck in the middle while two Thoushts to Ponder | e o o tocding, S NOT Jown ,

children ought to lay up for the parents, but the parents for  parents fight it out in the aftermath of a divorce. One of g in the highest room; lest a more How presumptions and

the children” (Eph 6:4; 2 Cor. 12:14). the most unnatural things for a child to have to do is to Show me Your ways, honorable man than thou be bid- prideful are those who

Parents are to be leaders, teachers, providers, and protec- choose one parent over another. Even in a peaceful im:

tors. It is unnatural for children to have to deal with adult divorce (Have you ever known of one?), kids are in an O LORD; Teach me ’?hen of hC;n;]: and he tha:j badet compare themselves b)/

decisions and pressures. Though, it is good for children to awkward position. Parents are responsible for their Your paths. Lead me ee and him come and say 1o themselves and among

be tested and challenged, there are some burdens that marriages, not the kids. In a divorce though the . ) thee, Give this man place; and others like them. When

children ought not to bear. kids bear as much pain as do mom and dad. It is in Your truth and thou begin with shame to take .

Children should not have to navigate the moral dilemmas of @ burden kids should not have to bear and woe teach me, For You | the lowest room. But when thou comparing our meager

life without a standard. Our Society encourages everyone to 1o the parents who cold-heartedly place it on he God of are bidden. ao and sit in the low- abilities against the real

determine what is right for them. While that may be liverat-  their little ones. AR5 1 o) O (17 est room:- ti‘lgt when he that bade thing we come off short
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while singing and playing at the same time. |
silently went home after enjoying the show,
without having opened my $5.98 cardboard
guitar case and have never regretted it. The
kids back home loved my "stuff" and never
knew any different.

Jesus gave us instruction on how to live,
and live well, with satisfaction, happiness,
and confidence. Some may think Jesus' in-
structions in Luke 14 mundane and trivial.
Why would the Master Teacher concern
himself with the common details of our daily
life? Luke 14 tells us that Jesus was inter-
ested in such things: to what homes we go,
whom we have to dinner, what place in the
house we take, how we act at the table (1
Cor. 10:31), what the tone of our conversa-
tion is (Matt. 12:31), what we wear (1 Pet.
3:3), whether we encourage or discourage
(Matt. 10:42; 18:6).

In Luke 14 Jesus pointedly demonstrated
the blessedness (happiness) of humility.
The self-assertive personality is constantly
ill at ease. No accomplishment of man in
comparison to the whole is of much conse-
quence. In comparison to the example of
our Lord, man's position, power, or ability
becomes nothing.

True humility stems not from thinking poorly
of oneself, but in having oneself in proper
perspective. It is not thinking of oneself at
all. A brother in Christ who held debates,
wrote a great deal, and held many meetings
a year was finally asked to speak on the
Florida College Lectureship. After his over-
long speech, several of his family and
friends came to the stage to congratulate
him. Amid shaking hands and smiles a
young man made his way through the crowd
and stretched out his hand with a small
piece of paper in it. "l have been waiting for
this honor for years," he said brightly, "Can |
have your autograph?" The preaching broth-

er smilingly reached into his coat pocket for a
pen as the young man walked by him to the
song leader. "I have enjoyed your singing abil-
ity for years . . ." and the preacher blushed in
humiliation as the two stepped away from the
stage in earnest conversation. How presump-
tions and prideful are those who compare
themselves by themselves and among others
like them. When comparing our meager abili-
ties against the real thing we come off short
every time. Jesus is the author and finisher of
our faith. "But be ye not called Rabbi, for one is
your master, even Christ, and all ye are breth-
ren" (Matt. 23:8).

There is no place in our Lord's family for those
who think more highly of themselves than they
ought. In the politics of the world it is the vigor-
ous, self-assertive who often pass by the hum-
ble and snatch the wilted laurel wreath of
"success." Even so, it is the godly, the becom-
ing, the blessed thing to remain lowly minded.
Leave the carnal laurels to the self-willed. A
humble mind is worth striving for and pos-
sessing for its own sake. "Blessed are the poor
in spirit; For theirs is the kingdom of God."

It is a privilege to be asked to teach God's peo-
ple (Luke 4:15-20). It is presumptuous to insert
oneself in a position of honor without having
been asked. Preachers who ask for meetings,
seek glory for their labor from men, and "seek
the high places" in public have received their
reward. Spiritual pride is utterly offensive to
God, and draws his most serious condemna-
tion. Everyone is pleased when the arrogant
person is humiliated. But, modesty is recog-
nized and honored by man and God. We are
not much brethren, no matter how much we
may think to the contrary. Lowliness of mind is
a far better way of life than to possess all the
honors and glory the presumptive and arrogant
may commend.
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Elders as Shepherds

By Charles Brackett

A shepherd is literally one who feeds. He is a pastor.
In Bible times, the typical shepherd tended his own
flock, or delegated the work to his children or close
relatives. By virtue of ownership, he was highly moti-
vated to the work. No sacrifice was too great for his
sheep. He sheltered them when cold, searched for
them when lost, and bound up their wounds when hurt.
With only his dog and staff, he protected them from
wolves that were always crouching just out of sight
and scent. A hireling would not be so diligent. He
would not watch with the same degree of love and
concern as the shepherd who cared for his own or his
father's possessions.

Most of the shepherd's time was spent feeding and
watering the flock. He was the shepherd, the feeder.
Sheep were not fed in a pen as a farmer might feed
his pigs, but in open pasture. The shepherd constantly
moved his charge from hillside to valley searching for
better grazing and plenty of good water. While there
were occasions when searching or binding or protect-
ing was necessary, the shepherd's continual duty was
to feed and water, feed and water. And when that duty
was done, he watered and fed.

God has always looked at His people as sheep. He
cares for them with the tenderness of a shepherd who
gathers the lambs in his arms and gently leads those
who are with young (Isaiah 40:11). Further, God has
always considered those in positions of leadership
over His sheep as shepherds. Overseers of the Lord's
church are shepherds. Their position and their respon-
sibility are put clearly in focus in 1 Peter 5:14 when
Peter reminded elders to "shepherd the flock of God
which is among you..." For those who discharge their
responsibility well, Peter extended God's promise of
"an unfading crown of God's glory" when the "Chief
Shepherd" appears. On the other hand, God is against
shepherds who "do not feed the flock" (Ezekiel 34:8-
10). His words against negligent elders in Ezekiel's
day were unmistakable. "The weak you have not
strengthened, nor have you healed those who were
sick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought back what
was driven away, nor sought what was lost but with
force and cruelty you have ruled them" (Ezekiel 34:4).

To each elder today the obligation of a shepherd over
God's flock should be clear. And what is necessary for
each to discharge his obligation is equally clear. He
can do so only in his personal relationship with each
member of the flock. Just as a shepherd on the

hillsides of Judea searched for and cradled a single

lost lamb against the ravages of a cold night, an elder

of the Lord's church must be concerned for each ind
vidual member in his care.

That kind of concern is not possible without love, that

sacrificial love which demands time. Not the kind of
time and concern expected of a hireling but that
which distinguishes a son of the owner. To be sure,
much of an elder's feeding and watering will be ac-
complished when he has opened to the flock the
good pasture and cool streams of God's word, but

some of the lambs require individual attention. There

are many in the flock who are spiritually undernour-

ished. Some are crippled by sin, and some are only a

hair's breadth from falling headlong over the preci-
pice of Satan's domain. Will the shepherd act? The
one who is truly committed to the Chief Shepherd
will.

God's shepherd will be ever watchful for any telltale
sign that something is wrong in the life of one of the
Father's little ones. He will be available to listen, and
he will be a source of spiritual guidance for those wh
are groping. The Lord's church has never had a
greater need for godly elders than it does right now.
We need men who have prepared themselves to
offer spiritual counseling and who are, as Paul said i
Romans 15:14, "full of goodness, filled with all
knowledge, and able also to admonish." With wise
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instruction and loving counsel, many members of the

Lord's church today could be brought closer to the
Lord. We need shepherds who will sound a loving
alarm when one's faith falters, or when a marriage
shows signs of weakening. We need elders who are
unafraid to go after the one who strays or question
the one who does not speak as the oracles of God.
We need pastors who are willing to be close to the

sheep close enough to know them, to feel their hurts

and bind their wounds. Above all, we need shepherds

who will see that each lamb stays on the safe path o
righteousness and who will continually feed us on

f

God's word, even those of the flock who lack interest.
Without such shepherds God's lambs will seek coun-

sel from the ungodly and will be led to stand in the

path of sinners and sit in the seat of scoffers! We are

the Lord's! We are His valuable sheep bought
with the blood of His only begotten Son. Our
shepherds must exercise due care in watching
over our souls.
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