
aged to go with their feeling. If 
one is attracted to one of the 

same gender, they go for it. Not only do 
they go for it, they insist on public recogni-
tion and accommodation of their feeling. 

We are sometimes asked, “How can a 
thing so “natural” be wrong?” That is the 
problem. Many have gotten so far away 
from God that the unnatural seems to be 
natural to them. The apostle Paul wrote of 
the world in his day: 

“For this reason God gave them over to 
degrading passions; for their women ex-
changed the natural function for that which 
is unnatural, and in the same way also the 
men abandoned the NATURAL function of 
the woman and burned in their desire to-
ward one another, men with men commit-
ting indecent acts and receiving in 
their own persons the due penalty of 
their error.” (Emp. mine - eb) 
(Romans 1:26-27 NASB) 

If “it feels right then go with it” 
is the prevailing philosophy of 
too many in our time. Along with this, we are 
told by “experts” that it is unhealthy to sup-
press one’s feelings. Folks are encouraged to 
let it all out. The idea of exercising self-control 
and discretion to conform to an objective 
standard of conduct is a joke to more and 
more folks. Furthermore, society must grant 
and defend everyone’s right to go with it – 
whatever “it” happens to be. The results: cha-
os is fast taking over what was once known as 
the “civilized world.” 

We only have to look around to see this phi-
losophy at work. If sexual relations feels right 
to an unmarried couple, they go with it. If an 
“affair” feels right for a married person, he/she 
goes for it. If it feels right to divorce and re-
marry how ever so many times and for what-
ever reason, then they go with it. 

If by some quirk of nature one’s physical gen-
der does not feel right, then he/she is encour-
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A Prevailing Philosophy ….. 

News and Notes 

 - Group meetings will be tonight! 
 - Please remember the family of Bruce 
Daniels in the death of his brother, JD, this 
week.  
 - Anna Price has made progress and expects 
to have surgery this week to insert a shunt  
 - We rejoice that Julie Henriquez was bap-
tized into Christ on Tuesday night!  
 - Jeremiah Johnson's cousin's baby son, 
Alexander Locke, has made progress toward 
going home! 
 - Toni Herd's niece, Amber, is in Baptist 
South in Montgomery with numbness on her left 
side. Please continue to pray for her.  
 - Please pray for our expectant mothers: 
Paula Davis and Xiang Li.  
 -  Abbie Harrison will undergo a series of 
surgeries/procedures to correct her knee in the 
coming months, beginning in July.  
 - Please remember Eddie and Angel Orantes 
as they lost their expected child yesterday at 4 
months. 
 - The Ashburton Drive church in Montgom-
ery will have Doy Moyer in a weekend meeting 
from July 6-8.  
 - Toni Herd's niece, Amber, is in Baptist 
South in Montgomery with numbness on her left 
side.  Please continue to pray for her.  
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Will anyone defend this: “The 
wise and good thing to do today 
is to start drinking alcohol”? 

If one says, “But the Bible 
doesn’t condemn all drinking,” I 
will respond by asking that 
question again. 

If one says, “But there are pas-
sages in the Bible that speak of 
fermented drinks in a more posi-
tive light,” I will respond by ask-
ing that question again. 

If one says, “The Bible con-
demns drunkenness, not all 
drinking,” I will respond by ask-
ing that question again. 

If one says, “But Jesus made 
water into wine,” I will respond 
by asking that question again. 

If one says, “But there are other 
issues, too, like gluttony,” I will 
respond by asking that question 
again. If one wishes to start an-
other thread on sugar and can-
dy, he or she is welcome to do 
so. Not here. Not now. 

If one asks, “Are you saying it is 
a sin and one will go to hell for 
touching alcohol to the lips at 

By Doy Moyer 

all?” I will respond by asking that 
question again. 

Until the above question is an-
swered, I will continue asking it. 
None of those responses grapple 
with the wisdom of the issue of 
drinking alcohol today; they only 
look at legal technicalities of a 
culture very different from ours. 
None of the responses consider 
the cultural differences between 
then and now or the reasons for 
drinking between then and now 
(e.g., the need to add it to water 
then where that need doesn’t ex-

(Continued on page 2) 
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Looking at the question from a 
strict “where does the Bible 
specifically condemn or allow 
it” perspective completely 
overlooks the wisdom 

question for today’s world. ... 
Today, the consequences are 
far more reaching and costly 
than ever before. Is it the wise 

thing to do? 



ist now). They don’t look at the issue of dis-
cernment and wisdom at a time when the 
problem of alcoholism continues to plague 
millions. Are you sure the prime reasons for 
drinking then are identical to now? Are you 
so certain about it that you will promote 
modern drinking at the risk of influencing 
another in a way that could well result in 
severe consequences? Are you aware of 
what those risks, today, are? 

Just remember that holiness and sobriety 
go hand in hand (1 Peter 1:13-16). Think 
wisdom. Be discerning. 

As a parent, would you tell your child, “You 
know, I believe it is okay to drink alcohol, 
that the Bible doesn’t really condemn it, so 
let me give you this wise advice. Go ahead 
and drink. Don’t overdo it, but you really 
should start drinking some. It will be good 
for you.”? If you will tell your child that, I 
beg you, don’t give any advice to mine. 

Let’s get some perspective on today. More 
than 16 million people over 18 years old 
had some form of alcohol use disorder in 
2013. In that same year, from ages 12-17, 
nearly 700,000 had some form of alcohol 
use disorder. Ages 12-17. 

According to the CDC, over 88,000 deaths 
per year occurred due to alcohol-related 
incidents from 2006-2010. Over 10,000 al-
cohol-related deaths occurred in automo-
bile accidents in 2013 alone. Within this 
very hour, at least one or more will die due 
to alcoholic-related driving. Alcohol misuse 
problems cost billions of dollars every 
years. Billions. Many of the problems are 
due to binge drinking. Yet, all it takes is that 
one time. Just one time. 

In 2012, over 3 million deaths globally were 
attributed to alcohol consumption. Alcohol 
contributes to over 200 diseases. Globally, 
alcohol misuse is the fifth leading factor in 

(Continued from page 1) premature death or disability; among those 
aged 15-49, it is first. First! 

Each year, some 1,800 plus college students 
die from alcohol-related incidents (including 
vehicle crashes). Nearly 700,000 students be-
tween 18-24 were assaulted by another stu-
dent who had been drinking. Nearly 100,000 
report alcohol-related sexual assault or date 
rape. About 20 percent of college students 
meet the criteria for alcohol use disorder. 
Shall we go on? (See www.niaaa.nih.gov/…/
overview-a…/alcohol-facts-and-statistics for 
more). 

This isn’t a matter of having little choice in 
drink, of needing to dilute the water, or of 
drinking naturally fermented juices that are 
diluted. Alcoholism is devastating, and there 
are far too many cases of it not to be prepared 
to deal with the effects of it. If you will promote 
taking that first drink to enough people today, 
will you be prepared to deal with what may 
well happen to some of them? Shall we bury 
our heads and think, "oh that won't happen to 
my family"? 

Looking at the question from a strict “where 
does the Bible specifically condemn or allow 
it” perspective completely overlooks the wis-
dom question for today’s world. Today, it isn’t 
necessary at all. Today, the consequences 
are far more reaching and costly than ever 
before. Is it the wise thing to do? 

I repeat, is it the wise thing to do? 

Without contradiction, we may say that no non
-drinker becomes a problem drinker. 

This may frustrate some people. Some will 
dislike this form of argument. So be it. I’m per-
fectly fine with not being liked over this issue. 
When all the dust settles, I will be right back 
asking this question. 

Will anyone defend this: “The wise and 
good thing to do today is to start drink-
ing alcohol”? 
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By Cloyce Sutton 
repeatedly questioned him (v. 10-
14). They wanted to know how to 
fix their spiritual breakdown. They 
were deadly serious about solv-
ing the problem of sin in their 
lives. Repentance was urgent 
enough that they could not stop 
thinking about it. 

The counterpoint to these exam-
ples of true repentance is Felix, 
the Roman procurator of Judea. 
When Paul appeared before Felix 
and his wife Drusilla, he took aim 
at Felix's self-serving, wicked 
heart when he spoke of 
"righteousness, self-control, and 

the judgment to come" (Acts 24:25). Paul's powerful 
message brought Felix to the brink of repentance. 
Felix held in his hands the keys to the kingdom, but, 
instead, closed the door. He planned on repenting (v. 
25), and continued to plan for another two years (v. 
27). After this, he was recalled to Rome, where he 
died soon afterward. I suspect he was still planning to 
repent. 

The problem with planned repentance is NOT that our 
plans may not work out the way we intend. That is 
true enough. You might plan to repent in September, 
but die in August. You may plan to repent when you 
retire, but never get around to retiring. You may plan 
to repent "someday" — but when "someday" arrives, 
you may be just as indifferent as you are now. 

No, the real problem with planned repentance is that 
we put our relationship to God on our own terms, not 
on his terms. Planned repentance is nothing more 
than excuse-making for the sake of disobedience: 
"Lord, I will repent, but first let me..." Our Lord's re-
sponse is plain: "If anyone wishes to come after me, 
he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and 
follow me" (Luke 9:23). Whatever planned repent-
ance may be, it is certainly not what Jesus wants. 

Are you planning to repent? Can you so easily undo 
months or years of neglect, indifference, or rebellion? 
Why will some other time, some other place, or some 
other circumstance be better than today? Do you 
think that continuing in habitual sin will make re-
pentance easier? Now is the time to repent! 

Several years ago I met a man 
who was planning to repent. He 
had been a Christian for some 
time, but worked a job that pre-
vented him from attending ser-
vices virtually all of the time. 
Eventually he quit trying at all, 
and fell away altogether. At the 
time he was part of a class-action 
lawsuit against his employer and 
was awaiting the outcome of the 
case. If the plaintiffs prevailed, 
they would receive a handsome 
sum of money, and then be re-
leased from their job duties to 
pursue other careers. He ex-
plained that whenever this lawsuit was settled, he 
would find a different job that would permit him to re-
sume his relationship with the local church. 

When I asked him if he had considered finding another 
line of work, he said, "No. I'm going to see this 
through." I asked if it occurred to him that he might die 
before his plans were realized, and he said, "That's the 
chance I'll just have to take." He was planning, some 
day, to repent. 

His version of repentance and the biblical version are 
two different things. When Peter urged his audience to 
"repent and be baptized" (Acts 2:38), he was not ad-
dressing men and women who were in some vague 
way contemplating the remote possibility of a commit-
ment of some sort in the indeterminate future. They 
saw the urgency of their spiritual crisis and begged, 
"What shall we do?" (v. 37). On that day, 3000 obeyed 
Jesus as Lord. They did not plan to repent; they re-
sponded according to their convictions and the need of 
the moment. 

The repentance of the Corinthians was marked by ear-
nestness, vindication, fear, longing, and zeal (2 Corin-
thians 8:11). They had wronged a fellow Christian and 
were anxious to make the necessary corrections and to 
prove themselves "innocent in the matter." Theirs was 
not "the sorrow of the world" that "produces death," but 
the "sorrow according to the will of God" that produced 
"repentance without regret." They could no more delay 
their repentance than they could delay their breathing. 

When John the Baptist preached repentance, his audi-
ences demanded, "What shall we do?" (Luke 3:10, 12, 
14). Luke's account tells us that they came to him and 

Planned Repentance 
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When I asked him if he had 
considered finding another line 
of work, he said, "No. I'm going 
to see this through." I asked if it 
occurred to him that he might 

die before his plans were 
realized, and he said, "That's the 
chance I'll just have to take." He 

was planning, some day, to 

repent. 


