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about what is sinful, trying to avoid the
technical sin, and yet never fully develop a
heart and life of wisdom. The one who on-
ly asks, “Is it a sin?” is looking for the edge
of the line, wanting only to know if he has
crossed it and how close he can get to it
before going too far. This mentality can dry
up the heart, wearing out the desire to do
right because what’s across that line just
looks too good. It can result in constantly
peering over the edge of the line, wishing
to take part on the other side while always
having to pull up short and never really
understanding why. Consequently, grow-
ing weary in doing good can become a
familiar reality (cf. Gal. 6:9). This is the
one who can never really find true joy in
serving God because it's always about
what he’s not supposed to being doing.
This becomes a religion of “do nots” rather
than one of glorifying God.

The ones who seek wisdom not only will
avoid the edge of the line, they will devel-
op habits that don’t push that edge at all
and will lead them away from the line alto-
gether. The habits of the wise will cause
them to lose interest in peering over the
edge. Why? Because they aren’t thinking
just in terms of avoiding sin and what they
can’t do, but in terms of glorifying God and
drawing closer to Him (cf. Luke 11:24-26).
They know that pushing the edge of the
line is not drawing near to God; it's getting
too close to the sin and hedges bets
against giving in. The wise are eager to
dive into God’s word, to meditate deeply
on Scripture (Psalm 1:1-3), and to act in
ways that show skillful handling of a life in
service. The one who only asks about sin
is wanting to stay just on this side of a line
while getting as close as possible, but may
soon weary of the effort. The tight-rope
walker has an extremely difficult task, and

he may soon fall because it is easy to lose
balance if he develops spiritual vertigo.

Wisdom helps us fill in the gaps in trying to
answer difficult questions. For example, the
list of the works of the flesh is not exhaustive,
but concludes with “things like these” (Gal.
5:19-21). How do we know what “things like
these” are, given that they aren’t spelled out?
Gaining a heart of wisdom in glorifying God
will help us identify “things like these” and
recognize that even though not everything is
spelled out, we can still skillfully learn to
make godly choices when faced with difficult
questions. Likewise, the Hebrews writers
speaks of the mature, who, because of prac-
tice, have their senses trained to discern
good and evil (Heb. 5:12-14). Discernment
takes a heart of wisdom. Both of these pas-
sages show that we cannot approach every
issue just by asking what the Bible technically
and specifically condemns. Rather, we need
to approach every question with a heart of
wisdom and learn to discern and make ap-
propriate judgments about those matters that
may not be specified. What is the wise thing
to do if there are questions?

When we know that something is unwise,
and our argument for doing it anyway is, “but
it's not a sin,” then we have missed the point
of biblical wisdom. Wisdom isn’t just about
avoiding a line to be crossed, but is about
positive growth in God’s direction away from
those lines. Again, those who are mature are
discerning and aren’t only looking for specific
condemnations on the other side of a line.
They are looking at principles and seeking to
draw near to God through their godly choic-
es. Consequently, they won’t want to push
the line of what’s questionable; they will want
to look toward heaven and see how they can
best reflect the image and presence of

God.
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How Men Act When They Repent

By Steve Klein

In Matthew 12:41, Jesus
said, "The men of Nineveh
will rise up in the judgment
with this generation and
condemn it, because they
repented at the preaching
of Jonah; and indeed a
greater than Jonah is
here." According to Jesus,
the men of Nineveh repent-
ed at the preaching of Jo-
nah.

You remember the story,
don't you? God had commanded Jonah,
"Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry
out against it; for their wickedness has come
up before Me" (Jonah 1:2). Now Nineveh
was not only a city filled with wickedness, it
was also the capital of the Assyrians, hated
enemies of the Israelites. Jonah didn't want
to go. He fled from God's presence.
However, after being given some quality time
in the belly of a fish to reflect and pray, Jo-
nah decided to obey God. Jonah walked
through the city proclaiming the judgment of
the Lord upon these pagan people: "Yet forty
days, and Nineveh shall be over-

thrown!" (Jonah 3:4).

The people of Nineveh repented. They
"proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth,
from the greatest to the least of

them" (Jonah 3:5). When word came to the
king of Nineveh, "he arose from his throne
and laid aside his robe, covered himself with
sackcloth and sat in ashes." He decreed that
"neither man nor beast, herd nor flock" were
to eat or drink and that "every one" was to
"turn from his evil way and from the violence
that is in his hand" (Jonah 3:7-8).

"excuse me,

Repentance isn't just saying

"forgive me," and then going
on with our lives as if

nothing
happened. Repentance
should produce real change

in our actions.

The text says that, "God
saw their works, that they
turned from their evil way;
and God relented from the
disaster that He had said
He would bring upon
them" (Jonah 3:10). God
can read men's hearts. He
knows more about what is
going on in our heads than
we do ourselves. But He
did not need to read the
minds of the Ninevites to
know that they had repented. He "saw their
works, that they turned away from

evil". When the men of Nineveh repented,
nobody was left to wonder whether or not
their repentance was genuine. Nobody was
left guessing about their intention to stop
committing evil. Nobody would have doubt-
ed they had actually repented of their sins.

We really need to learn this lesson from the
men of Nineveh. We need to learn how to
act when we repent. Repentance isn't just
saying "excuse me," "my bad," or "forgive
me," and then going on with our lives as if
nothing happened. Repentance should
produce real change in our actions. We are
to "bear fruits worthy of repentance"
(Matthew 3:8). | am afraid that too many of
us think that our repentance should go un-
noticed. We are incognito repenters! And
while God hardly asks us to don sackcloth
and ashes today, He does ask us to "do
works befitting repentance" (Acts 26:20).

Let's resolve to turn away from sin in our
lives, and make sure that we behave in
such a way that folks can tell that's what
we've done!

my bad," or




