
scriptures that suggests that God's provi-
dence some-how works through the in-

dwelling of the Spirit. Consequently, one makes a serious 
mistake if he interprets his feelings or subjective thinking 
as some kind of message provided by the indwelling Spirit. 

(3) Statements concerning the in-dwelling of the Spirit 
were not placed in the scriptures as problems to be 
wrestled with. They were placed there for one's assur-
ance and consolation. A Christian sustains a very close 
fellowship with deity — so close that it can be said that he 
dwells in deity and deity dwells in him. In persecution, 
trials, tempta-tions, and death his recognition of this close 
relationship sustains him and helps him to become trium-
phant in Christ. The apostles never felt the need to explain 
how this indwelling takes place. Pentecostalism and oth-er 
misconceptions concerning the Holy Spirit force the Chris-
tian of this generation to be concerned with this problem. 
If, however, statements concerning the indwelling of the 
Spirit become primarily to him a problem to be wrestled 
with; if his obsession with the "how" of the Spir-it's indwell-
ing blinds him to the "fact" of that indwelling, he makes a 
serious mistake and may fail to find the joy and con-
solation that should be gained through the Lord's 
promise. 

Few people would question the fact that 
the Holy Spirit in some way dwells within 
the Christian. Paul wrote to the saints in Corinth: "What? know 
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you..." (I Cor. 6:19). He further wrote, "Now if any man have not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his" (Romans 8:9). There is 
considerable disagreement, however, as to how the Spirit 
dwells within a Christian. It is not our aim in this short article to 
deal with that issue, but we do want to suggest three facts that 
must be remembered as one studies the question. 

(1) The age of miracles is past. The only people in the gospel 
age who ever performed miracles were those who either re-
ceived the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4; 10:44-46) or 
received spiritual gifts through the laying on of the apos-tles' 
hands (Acts 8:5-23; 19:1-7). No one receives either of these to
-day. The purpose of the miracles was to reveal and confirm 
truth (I Cor. 2:7-13; Mark 16:19,20). Since all truth has been 
revealed (John 16:13) there is no further need for mira-cles. 
One's conclusion, therefore, concerning the indwelling of the 
Spirit must be compatible with this fact. 

(2) The Christian is led by the Spirit through the scriptures, 
the word of God (Psa. 119:105; II Tim. 3: 16,17; Eph. 3:3,4). 
He does not have some inner voice, separate from the scrip-
tures, that somehow guides him into infallible conclusions in 
rela-tion   to   truth and   right.     Nor is there anything in the 
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The Indwelling of the Spirit 

By Bill Hall 

News and Notes 

 -  Lets keep in our prayers our ex-
pectant mothers, Laura Humphrey, 
Nichole Pender and Jana Hall!  
 - Scott and Jenna Vaughn had a baby 
girl, Marcelle Grace, at 23 weeks. She is in 
NICU at Baptist south in Montgomery. 
Please pray for her.  
 -  Kevin Simpson is having some seri-
ous health issues. Prayers are appreciated.  
 - This year's VBS will be June 8-11. 
VBS topic: "Heroes of the NT"  
 - VBS volunteer forms are available for 
those who wish to help in any way. please 
get a form from the foyer and turn in to 
Jared Johnson by March 22.  
 - Johnny Richardson, from Russellville, 
AL, who is in the ICU in Huntsville await-
ing heart bypass surgery. Many know him 
from the Youth camp (RYC). Please pray 
for him.  
 - Our Monthly singing is tonight.  
 - We have two websites for your 
consideration: www.aubeacon.com and 
www.auchurch.com.  

 

Sick 

Brad Marshall 
(Allie Hosey’s 

Cousin) 
 

Owen Mauldin 
(Seth and Summer 
Mauldin’s Son) 

Frank Hand 
(Laura  

Humphrey’s dad) 

Sandlyn Fultz 

(Davis Fultz’s 
Sister) 

Gloria Detmer and 
Carol Dickerson 

(Toni Herd’s Sisters) 

Don Lanier 
(Father of Greg 

Lanier) 

David Hartsell 
(Holly and 

Brad’s Father) 

Kate Miller 
(Daughter of 
Brandon and 
Erin Miller) 

 

Betty Mcareavey 
(Mary Ann 

Roberts' mom)  
 

Jim Trull 
(Phillip Box's 
grandfather)  

Mark Dean 
(Father of 

Logan Dean) 

Jerry  
Foropoulos 
(Anna Jean’s 

Uncle) 

Tom Davis (Walker 
Davis’ Uncle) 

 

Quinton Addison 
(April Jerkins 
Grandfather) 

Danny Weldon 
(Rusty Weldon’s 

brother) 

Bob Cannon 
(Friend of Holly 

Law) 

Gerald White  
(Christopher, Anna 

and Wesley’s 
Father)  

Amy Baswell 
Hall  

Emily Stallings 
(Anna’s sister) 

John Marvin 
Rhodes (Toni 
Herd's cousin)  

Toni and William 
Herd 

Joe Perkins 
(Scott 

Perkin’s Dad) 

 

Toni and 
William Herd 

 

 
 

Austin Locke  
(Jeremiah 
Johnson’s 

Grandfather) 
 
 

March Birthdays 
1-Amanda Cagle 
2-Maddie Norman 
2-Chase Harrison 
2-Bryan Golden 
2-Angela Fowler 

2-Elizabeth Barham 
3-Shaun Oliver 
5-Sophie Borden 
7-Josh Pender 
7-Lily Walton 

8-Carmen Herd 
10-Pepper Humphrey 
10-Parker Godwin 
11-Becky Harris 
12-Brad Hartsell 
14-Megan Nix 

17-Susan Sullivanne 
18-MaKenzie Anderson 
18-Victoria Holland 
18-Alaina Barham 
20-Jimmy Roberts 
21-Carter Hunt 
21-Rachel Bobo 
22-Will Hollis 

27-Shelby Freeman 
27-Roxie Rodriguez 
29-Rachel Simpson 

29-Makenzie Reynolds 
30-Amanda Stephens 

30-York Smith 

Classes This Week 

Sunday 5:00 PM 

Song leading/learning at 5:00 
p.m. in college classroom  

Sunday 8:30 
College Devo and Singing at the Nor-
man’s with Chase Harrison teaching! 

Tuesday 8:00 PM 

Truth-seekers Campus Study  
in Room 2225 in Student Center 

Thursday 7 PM 
Ladies Class at Denise Davis house, 

Nancy King teaching: “Loving What is 
not Whole” 

Check Us Out On the Internet:  Check Us Out On the Internet:  www.aubeacon.comwww.aubeacon.com  

"Children are an heritage of the 
Lord" (Ps. 127:3) and as such 
should be considered gifts from 
God who have been placed in our 
hands to mold and fashion into 
worth-while citizens in his kingdom. 
Thus is laid on us the responsibility 
to "train up a child in the way he 
should go, and even when he is old 
he will not depart from it" (Prov. 
22:6). Note the word "train." Far too 
many times this is thought to be 
accomplished simply by telling how 
to act, etc. However, even a dic-
tionary recognizes that such is not 
the case. It says, "to bring to a de-
sired standard of efficiency or con-
dition or behavior, etc. by instruc-
tion and practice" (Oxford American 
Dictionary). 

Telling is definitely important. 
"These words, which I command 
thee this day, shall be upon thy 
heart; thou shalt teach them dili-
gently to thy children, and shalt talk 
of them when thou sittest in thy 
house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up" (Deut. 6:6
-7). But practice and application are 
also required. This can be seen 
even in secular matters. One may 
attend school where he is told the 
information he needs, but then he 

By Hiram Hutto 

needs on-the-job training, and some 
are hired as trainees. He needs the 
experience. Churches have training 
classes in which instruction is given, 
but training is gained by practice and 
experience. 

This is brought out in the New Testa-
ment in Ephesians 6:4. It says, "And 
ye fathers, provoke not your children 
to wrath: but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord." 
There are several important points 
made in this passage: 

1. Of utmost importance is the ex-
pression "of the Lord." This has reli-
gious and spiritual application. It is 
"the way he should go" (Prov. 22:6). 

(Continued on page 2) 

SCHEDULE OF 
SERVICES 
Sunday 

Bible Class ………….…9:30 AM 
Worship ………….….10:20 AM 
Evening Worship ….…..... 6:00 PM 

 

Wednesday 
Bible Classes………...…7:00 PM 
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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good  
works and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)  
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Thoughts to Ponder 

And, ye fathers, pro-
voke not your children 
to wrath: but nurture 
them in the chastening 
and admonition of the 

Lord. 

(Ephesians 6:4)    

EE--Mail:Mail:  
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Usually we husbands leave 
this to mothers, but in doing 
so we have neglected the fact 
that the passage explicitly 

gives this to the father! Thus, 
it is his responsibility to do 

the "nurture and 

admonition."  



It is not just nurture and admonition, but is nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord. 

2. The synonyms nurture and admonition are 
not easily defined but most seem to agree that 
the word "nurture" deals with training by act and 
discipline and the expression "admonition" is 
training by word (Expositor's Greek Testament). 
In his discussion of paideai (nurture) Thayer 
says: "1. the whole training and education of 
children (which relates to the cultivation of mind 
and morals, and employs for this purpose now 
commands and admonitions, now re-proof and 
punishment)." 

3. Usually we husbands leave this to mothers, 
but in doing so we have neglected the fact that 
the passage explicitly gives this to the father! 
Thus, it is his responsibility to do the "nurture 
and admonition." He can do this by reading the 
Bible and Bible stories to and with his children 
and enabling them to make application of its 
truth to various aspects of life. He doesn't mere-
ly tell them but helps them in preparing their 
Bible class lessons. He is involved in training 
them when he sees to it that they go with him to 
church services and participate as much as 
possible in its activities. It is his responsibility 
that they are taught the word of God, to train 
them in proper behavior, and when needed he 
is to administer discipline, correction, and pun-
ishment, as he "chastens them betimes" (Prov. 
13:24). If a father is not actively involved in this, 
he is neglecting his role as father. Thus he is 
the principal trainer of his children. 

To be sure, his wife has a part in this. She is 
told to "guide (or rule, ASV) the home" (1 Tim. 
5:14). Nevertheless, "the husband is the head 
of the wife as Christ also is head of the 
church" (Eph. 5:23). So, in addition to being 
involved in the actual teaching and training, it is 
his responsibility and God has given him the 
authority to see that all such, though done by 
others, is done properly. The following quota-
tion from the Pulpit Commentary brings this out 
very well. In discussing the synonyms "nurture" 
and "ad-monition, it says, "It is difficult (but ap-
parently impossible) to get words in the English 
language to represent the two words that are in 

(Continued from page 1) the Greek original. They are in a general way to be 
distinguished as discipline by power and discipline 
by reason . . . It is rather all that drilling which a 
parent gives his children in virtue of the executive 
(magisterial) power which is placed in him. He has 
certain rules by which he goes in training his chil-
dren, and he has got the power to enforce them. 
He makes them say `grace before meat' that they 
may learn betimes from whom all table comforts 
come. He makes them attend to their lessons, that 
they may know that they have got to work and not 
be idlers. He makes them be selective as to their 
companionships, that they may not get out in evil 
associations. He appoints certain hours for the 
house, that they may learn order and punctuality. 
He does not ask them if they will go to church, but 
he makes them go to church with him. That is the 
kind of drilling that is meant here, and when it is 
necessary it must be backed up by chastening, or 
judicious punishment for good." It is interesting that 
in discussing admonition it says, "It is not neces-
sary that a parent should always explain to a child 
the reasons of his procedure. But it is important 
that, as a rule, children should have explained to 
them the evil of the course they are asked to 
avoid, and the advantages of the course they are 
asked to follow." Again observe that the text places 
the responsibility to do this on the fathers. 

The wording of this may seem somewhat harsh, 
but re-member the same verse (Eph. 6:4) lets us 
know that it is to be administered in such a way as 
not to provoke the children to wrath. 

Conclusion 

It seems fair to say that, in this regard, the Bible 
shows: 

1. Children need the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. 

2. This involves much more than mere telling; it 
requires training. 

3. God has specifically given this responsibility to 
fathers.  

Guardian of Truth - June 19, 1997  
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succeeded at what he was 
trying to do, but what he 
was trying to do was so 
opposed to his own best 
interests that his is a lega-
cy of foolishness and fail-
ure. It is like a man wanting 
to commit suicide, and suc-
ceeding at it. The more 
successful a fool is, the 
worse off he is. 

You need a clear view of 
what makes life itself a 
success. Here it is: 

``Let us hear the conclusion of the whole 
matter: fear God, and keep his command-
ments: for this is the whole _____ of 
man'' (Ecclesiastes 12:13). 

That last phrase, without the word duty in 
the blank space, is what the passage literal-
ly says -- ``the whole of man.'' The whole; 
whole suggests the fullness, the complete-
ness or, if you please, the success and 
blessedness of man, is in fearing God and 
keeping his commandments. Do that, and 
no matter what else of good or ill befalls 
you, you will be a success. 

Your life, dear reader, is a success to the 
extent that you obtain the approval of your 
God. Love God with all your heart, and your 
fellow man as you love yourself. Submission 
to God and kindness to man are more im-
portant than hitting ``home runs'' in business 
or earthly enterprises. 

What is success? It is Jesus saying, ``Well 
done'' and ``enter in.'' 

The God of this world with 
his entrapments of the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye, and the pride of life, 
confuses many as to what 
success is. The confusion 
is not about what the word 
means. But there is confu-
sion. It has to do with the 
fact success applies to 
specific areas, and it is 
possible to be a success 
in one area and a failure 
in another. 

The successful athlete may 
be a business failure. The successful execu-
tive may be a failure as a husband or father. 
The successful family man may be a failure 
as a musician or artist. 

Everybody has known success and failure 
(somewhere, sometime, at something).  Now, 
when all is said and done, what does it take 
to make a successful life? 

The fact that one makes a lot of money, or is 
a great success in some field of endeavor, is 
by no means the equivalent of a successful 
life.  Al Capone was a successful crook (at 
least he was for a long time) and made lots 
and lots of money. But at the pinnacle of that 
success, he was even then a failure. Adolph 
Hitler wanted to kill Jews and conquer neigh-
boring countries, but in his hour of greatest 
success in carrying out his ambitions, who 
would say he--as a man, his life--was a suc-
cess? 

 If one succeeds in satisfying and gratifying 
the lusts of the flesh and eye, and the pride 
of life, that is not true success. Oh, sure, he 

Defining Success 
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The whole; whole suggests the 
fullness, the completeness or, if 
you please, the success and 

blessedness of man, is in fearing 
God and keeping his 

commandments. Do that, and no 
matter what else of good or ill 

befalls you, you will be a success. 


