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Reactions to the Truth

Some other brethren hear this
same sermon and, while it plainly
shows that there are things they need to
change in their life, they postpone any action.
These are the ones who commend the preach-
er as they go out the door: "l really needed
that!", or "You really stomped on my toes to-
day!" And, yet, they do nothing. They continue
in their former ways. "We will hear thee again
of this matter."
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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

When Paul preached his famous
sermon on Mars Hill in Athens,
his teaching received three distinct reactions. "And
when they heard of the resurrection of the dead,
some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee
again of this matter. So Paul departed from among
them. Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and
believed..." (Acts 17:32-34). Do you see it? Some
rejected the teaching immediately. Others procras-
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nor rain" (1 Kings 17:1) due to the evil
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tinated or withheld judgment, and did nothing. But
some enthusiastically accepted the truth and acted
upon it.

The same three reactions are in evidence to this
day — even among members of the Lord's church.
Consider this scenario: The preacher preaches a
"hard" sermon that exposes sin and worldliness.
It's one of those sermons that "steps on toes" and
hits "close to home." Some Christians will grow
angry. The things taught suggest the need to
change, and they are not willing to do so. They are
happy to hear preaching on things they already
agree about, but if a lesson contradicts their exist-
ing views or practices, they get mad. They are like
those in Athens who "mocked."

Thank God that there are those who are ten-
derhearted; those who are always looking to
bring their lives into closer harmony with the
will of God. These are the folks who, upon
hearing the truth, respond by putting it into
practice in their lives. If it means changing
from what they previously believed, they will

do so. Their commitment is to the Lord. Serv-
ing Him is their first priority. May their tribe in-

crease!
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News and Notes

- We have had a new family identify
with the church! Let us welcome Casey
and Taleesha Hergett and their 2 year

old son Aiden to our number.

- Faye Guy Ashton’s and Bailey

Guy’s grandmother has been diagnosed

with liver cancer.

- Let us be preparing for our up-
coming meeting with Bryan Gibson,

August 25-29.
- Continue to remember Owen
Mauldin in your prayers.

- Kay White's father, Robert Drig-

gers, had a successful procedure this
week on his pacemaker.

- Ryan Hasty will begin working with

the University church on August | 1!
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Thoughts to Ponder

Do not ask the Lord
for a life free from
grief, instead ask for
courage that endures.
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If the phrase "a prophet of God" is spo-
ken, the Bible student would likely think of
Elijah. He was a powerful prophet in the
Old Testament; when Jesus was transfig-
ured before certain of the apostles (Mt.
17:1-5). He appeared with Elijah to repre-
sent the prophets Jesus referred to his
acts (Lk. 4:24-26); James mentioned him
as evidence of the powerful effect of a
righteous man's prayer (Jas. 5:16-18);
Paul pointed to him as one being mistak-
en about his lonely state because many
faithful peoples were serving God (Rom.
11:2-5).

Elijah was a great prophet, who achieved
much, giving evidence that he was serv-
ing God and that God is powerful (1
Kings 18:21-46). He spoke out against
evil, opposed the prophets of Baal, as a
spokesman for God. Yet, Elijah was a
human, with the weaknesses which char-
acterize mankind. He was, like most of us
are at some time, tempted to drop out and
give up (1 Kings 19:1-21).

The character of this man and the occa-
sion in his life (just after achieving a great
victory) make us unprepared for what he
does in this respect! Yet, | suspect that
here is just one case of the many in the
word of God which point each of us to self
-examination, to discover our humanness,
We sometimes miscalculate reality! If
Elijah, a prophet of God could and did so
misperceive things, then certainly we
ought to recognize that we, too, may do
the same and be in need of assistance!

His Character

He manifested his courage and determi-
nation in (1) announcing to wicked Ahab
that there was going to be neither "dew
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behavior of the king, (2) challenging the
people to make a choice to decide whether
the Jehovah is God or Baal and to follow
the real one (1 Kings 18:21ff). He had
manifested his kindness and relationship to
God in dealing with the widow and her child
(1 Kings 17:17-24).

Depression After Having Gained A Deci-
sive Victory

Elijah called the people together and asked
for the prophets of Baal to call on their god
to manifest himself to show that he was
alive, able, and willing to respond to their
needs. this allowed all to witness the com-
plete failure of Baal. After the failure of Baal
and his prophets, Elijah called on the Lord
God and He responded, burning the sacri-
fice and drying up the water. This was a
powerful demonstration of God's power and
Elijah's relationship to Him. It would seem
reasonable to expect all observers and
knowledgeable people to recognize the
power manifested and submit to it. One
would expect Elijah to be elated, walking on
cloud nine!

Yet when his work was conveyed to the
king's wicked wife, Jezebel, she promised
to continue her opposition and resistance to
him (1 Kings 19:2-3). With his experience
and recent victory over Baal's four hundred
prophets, we would expect him to face up
to the threat, pointing to the fact that God
had manifested Himself in such a powerful
way that it would be foolish and fatal to
oppose Him in the manner she was threat-
ening. However, we are surprised again! He
runs for his life!

His Action Of Requesting To Die
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

It is hard to understand that this character at this time
would run away from such a one as Jezebel and sit
down under a tree requesting "for himself that he might
die. . . " (19:4). Even with such behavior, the Lord did
not let him have his request. He sent an angel who
"touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat." He was
strengthened and traveled for forty days and nights to
Horeb, the mount of God (19:8).

Yet, Elijah was not ready and prepared to face reality.
Rather, he went into a cave. The Lord, as He had done
before, challenged him as to what he was doing there.
The answer was not really a response: "l have been
jealous for the Lord of Host: for the children of Israel
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars,
and slain thy prophets with the sword; and 1, even |
only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it

away" (19:10, 14).

Truly, Elijah had been jealous for the Lord and such was
both good and correct. It was sad that the people of
Israel had forsaken the covenant, thrown down the al-
tars built to God and slain the prophets. However, the
question addressed to Elijah was: "What doeth thou
here?" Why are you here and what are you doing here?
Now, not yesterday or days gone by, is the period of
time in question.

This is a rather common problem or response, I'm
afraid, for any or all of us! We become obsessed with a
response that is not really pertinent. When asked a
question, we repeat that response!

Lessons To Be Learned From Elijah's Action

| believe that we all can learn some valuable lessons
from this account of his behavior on this occasion; per-
haps that is the reason that it is recorded and preserved
for us.

1. Like Elijah, all of us fail at times to live up to what we
should do based on our knowledge and experience.
Quite often, the unreasoned behavior occurs shortly
after a victory! Man is more vulnerable right after a bat-
tle, even one which he has won! He is exhausted, with
his guard down!

Many people have dropped out after great achieve-
ments! We expect an inexperienced person to become
discouraged and give up and/or in; but the man who has
been on the firing line and gained many battles of signif-
icance, too, can be overcome!

Each of us need to be challenged: "What doeth thou
here?" We need to be challenged, repeatedly till we get
off that obsession! We need,to have the significance of
that challenge to penetrate our conscience!

2. Christians, like Elijah, need to see that there is and
will remain temptations, but there is no justification for
dropping out, till God calls us home!

We need, therefore, to allow the double challenge to
sink in: Just what are we doing where we are? It does

not matter how much we have done; rather, it's what are we
doing now? There is never a time when we can stop and
rely on the past record - till our time alloted here expires,
and God is the judge and determiner of that.

3. Like Elijah, we need to climb a mountain, get a different
view!

And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the
Lord, And behold the Lord passed by, and a great and
strong wind rent the mountain, and brake in pieces the
rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and
after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the
earthquake: and after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord
was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice ....
And the Lord said unto him, Go, return on the way to the
wilderness of Damascus: and when thou cometh, anoint
Hazael to be king over Syria: and Jehu the son of Nimshi
shall thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son
of Shaphat of Abel-me-holah shall thou anoint to be prophet
in thy room. And it shall come to pass, that him that es-
capeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that
escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet |
have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which
have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not
kissed him (19:11-12, 15-18).

It is evidence that Elijah has miscalculated: he was not the
only one left faithfully serving God! Seven thousand others
were alive and serving. We, too, when we get so discour-
aged, thinking that we are the only one left, need to look
again! Somewhere, out of our sight, there are others!

At times we need to climb a mountain and get a view from a
different prospective! Hear the Lord say, "Go!" Get back into
the stream of activity! Go about doing your job, and see that
you can still do something for the Lord's cause! We can
assist others. We can still tell the story of Jesus (Mt. 28:19-
20; Mk. 16:15-16).

Conclusion

Every person who has served God, will at times feel as
Elijah, feel like dropping out! I'm no better than the others
who have gone before me, they suffered and died, | might
as well die now! But the Lord is the, only one who can de-
cide that accurately. So, let us keep on being faithful as
long as we are allowed to live and serve. Let us ask our-
selves: are we doing what we can now according to His
word and directions?
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Divorce ... For Any Reason?
By Jason Longstreth

"Some Pharisees came to Jesus testing and
asking, 'ls it lawful for a man to divorce his wife
for any reason at all?"' (Matthew 19:3)

I'm sure we have all read this question before. This
verse (and the verses surrounding it) has been the
center of many religious debates over the years.
And what Jesus taught in this passage is just as
applicable today as it was in the first century. The
subject of marriage, divorce and re-marriage has
been a hot topic for many years. | am amazed how
many people do not seem to know anything about
what the Lord taught concerning this subject. But |
am even more astonished at those who should
know it, but do not follow His commandments.

This is puzzling to me because, when it comes to
Jesus' teaching on marriage, the basics are really
quite simple. Consider Jesus' response to the earli-
er question. "And he answered and said, 'Have you
not read that he who created them from the begin-
ning made them male and female, and said, "For
this reason man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become
one flesh"? So they are no longer two, but one
flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let
no man separate." (Matthew 19:4-6)

Now, as | said before, this is very easy to under-
stand. In fact, | believe anyone (and everyone) can
understand it! Jesus was simply teaching that a
man and a woman should not get divorced. Period.
And | want you to notice that this is where He
placed the emphasis - don't get divorced. However,
this is not where we often place the emphasis. In-
stead, we focus on the exception to the rule - we
focus on Jesus' answer to the next question,
"When can we get divorced?" We get into all the nit
-picky little legalistic answers in an effort to defend
our own actions. Let me ask you, is this what we
should do? | don't think so. But we do.

Too often, | hear Christians focusing on divorce
when they should be focusing on what Jesus said
about marriage. It's true, Jesus did give one excep-
tion to the rule (when adultery has taken place), but
shouldn't we place our focus on the rule instead of
the exception? God hates divorce. (Malachi 2:16)

This has never changed. And although God may
ALLOW divorce (in one case), that does not mean
He WANTS it. Jesus said that what God intended
"from the beginning" was for a man and a woman
to be joined together for life. This is what we
should all be striving to accomplish.

But | hear Christians say that it is okay to get di-
vorced "as long as | don't remarry". They say, "l'l
get divorced and just remain single." Is this what
Jesus taught? Not at all! Although a person who
has been divorced may need to remain single if
they want to be right with God, this is not meant to
be an 'acceptable alternative' to remaining mar-
ried. If so, this would have been the answer to
exactly what the Pharisees asked when they said,
"Is it lawful to get divorced for any reason?" Jesus
would have said, "Sure, as long as you don't re-
marry." But He didn't. His answer was "No." Re-
member Matthew 5:32, "But | say to you that eve-
ryone who divorces his wife, except for the reason
of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and
whoever marries a divorced woman commits
adultery." Notice what Jesus said in the first part
of this verse. "Everyone who divorces and his
wife...makes her commit adultery." In this case,
the man commits a sin even though he did not
remarry. The sin was in the divorce.

Now, you do not need to remind me of the excep-
tion. | know it is there. But, do you see where Je-
sus placed His emphasis? He did not come to
teach us when we could divorce. He did not come
to teach us an exception. Instead, he taught his
followers to remain married. And if we would
spend half as much time trying to save our mar-
riages as some people spend trying to find a rea-
son for a divorce, we would all have much strong-
er marriages. Let's focus on what the Lord fo-
cused on. For it was that way "from the begin-
ning."




