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Something’

When teachers of error are
praised and teachers of truth are condemned,

something’s not right. When compromisers of

truth are commended for their “wonderful atti-
tude” and defenders of truth are charged with
self-righteousness, something’s not right.
When false doctrine goes uncontested and
truth proclaimed is called “traditionalism,”
something’s not right.
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s Not Right

who will judge the living
and the dead at His ap-
pearing and His kingdom: Preach the
word! Be ready in season and out of
season. Convince, rebuke, exhort,
with all longsuffering and teaching.
For the time will come when they will
not endure sound doctrine, but ac-
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Yes, all of these things are going on and

something’s not right. Men can verbally de-
clare their soundness all they want, but when
they show more support for those who teach
false doctrine and compromise the truth than
they show for men who courageously proclaim
and defend the truth something’s not right.

cording to their own desires, because
they have itching ears, they will heap
up for themselves teachers; and
they will turn their ears away from the
truth, and be turned aside to fables.
But you be watchful in all things, en-
dure afflictions, do the work of an
evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

2 Timothy 4:1-5 - | charge you therefore
before God and the Lord Jesus Christ,
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“Restore Such a One”
By H. E. Phillips

Those who have very little concern
for the lost will not make much ef-
fort to restore them to the Lord.
Those who love the lost and are
concerned about their eternal des-
tiny will work and pray for the sal-
vation of their souls. The differ-
ence between these two groups is
the difference between the spiritual
mind and the carnal mind. This will
depict the zealous and devout
workers in the kingdom versus the
indifferent bench warmer who finds
fault and criticizes every effort on
the part of the faithful.

Galatians 6:1 says: "Brethren, if a
man be overtaken in a fault, ye
which are spiritual, restore such a
one in the spirit of meekness; con-
sidering thyself, lest thou also be
tempted."

Restoring that one who has been
overcome in a fault requires more
than knocking at the door and
scolding him for his sins. It in-
volves more than sending a card,
or making a phone call and talking
with generalities. These things will
help show the sinner that he has
someone's attention, and that they
are expressing some concern for
him. Restoring the lost requires an
attitude of love for the lost and a

€heck Us Out On the Internet:

Restoring the lost requires an
attitude of love for the lost
and a respect for the word of
God that propels that person
to seek opportunity to

communicate with the one

who has been overcome with
sin and convince him to repent
of his sins, confess his sins and

pray to God for forgiveness.

respect for the word of God that pro-
pels that person to seek opportunity
to communicate with the one who
has been overcome with sin and
convince him to repent of his sins,
confess his sins and pray to God for
forgiveness.

There are so many hindrances to
getting this work done. | suppose
that is the reason we have so few
who are willing and ready to attempt
to restore the lost to the Lord. Often
there is little interest in and desire
for the salvation of the lost in the
hearts of those who claim to restore
the lost. These will talk about how
others ought to be doing the work,
but they will make no effort them-
selves. Some will boast of what they

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)
have done in this area, but they sometimes do
more harm than good.

The Holy Spirit said the man to be "restored" is
the one who has been "overtaken in a fault.”
The word used by the Holy Spirit for
"overtaken" indicates one who has been
caught in sin without premeditating the sin; his
terrible trespass overcame him. His "fault" was
not simply a mistake in judgment or a weak-
ness he may have. It was a serious sin which
would cause him to be lost in eternity. It does
not mean that the "spiritual" person caught him
in the act of sinning and therefore has the re-
sponsibility of restoring him. But he does ob-
serve that the person has been overtaken in
sin, and he responds by trying to "restore" that
one.

"... ye which are spiritual, restore such an one
in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself,
lest thou also be tempted." Those who are
"spiritual" refer to the previous chapter where
the works of the flesh are in contrast to the fruit
of the Spirit. Those who walk in the Spirit will
not fulfill the lusts of the flesh (5:16). "If we live
in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit" (5:
25). There is therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit" (Rom. 8:

1).

The "spiritual” one is sometimes too harsh and
cold in his attitude and judgment of the sins of
others. | do not suggest that one should com-
promise with sin to any degree or in any mat-
ter. Sin is sin and it damns one in hell if he
does not repent. Godliness and love for the
truth do not permit any deficiency in dealing
with sin. Love and kindness alone, without
conviction and urging repentance, will not res-
cue from sin. If they could, no one would be
lost because God has unlimited love and kind-
ness toward mankind. God is no respecter of
persons and we sin if we show respect to per-
sons (Acts 10: 34, 35; Rom. 2: 11; James 2:
9). The restoration of anyone overtaken in sin
is not a penalty, but an attempt to rescue him

from the consequence of his sin. It is an act of
love, not revenge.

The "spiritual” one is admonished to give heed to
himself as he goes about the work of restoring the
overtaken. He is to do it in the spirit of meekness.
In the previous chapter the fruit of the Spirit in-
cludes love, gentleness and meekness (5:22, 23).
Here the spirit of meekness must characterize the
one who restores the offender.

But he is also to consider himself lest he be
tempted. Tempted to do what? Clearly it refers to
the trespass into which the one to be restored fell.
One could hardly help another out of a situation
into which he himself has fallen, or is likely to fall.
One who has a reputation for gossiping, tale
bearing and lying or adultery could hardly do
much with one who was overtaken in a terrible sin
which was destroying him. Could one cry out to
another who is as weak in the same area of temp-
tation? The deceitful and seductive nature of sin
and the persistence and subtlety of Satan should
put every Christian on 24 hours a day watch lest
he be overtaken in a trespass. It is even more
important that one watch himself and pray when
he is trying to recover another from sin.

The "spiritual” person who attempts to restore the
person overtaken in a trespass must remember
where the power is that recovers the lost—the
gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16). Opinions, personal
evaluations of behavior, psychological analysis
and conformity to denominational doctrines will
not restore anyone. We must teach the truth and
encourage those who are in sin to repent and turn
to the Lord for the forgiveness of their sins.

Every Christian who loves the lost, especially
those who have fallen away, will put forth every
effort to "restore such an one" to the Lord.
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Breaking of Bread
By Johnie Edwards

Recently we had a discussion
with some Jehovah's Witness-
es. The discussion centered
around the Lord's Supper. The
Jehovah's Witnesses teach:

(1) The Lord's Supper should be
eaten only once a year. The
Witnesses draw this false con-
clusion from the fact that the
Passover was eaten once a
year. They argue that Jesus
was eating the Passover when
he instituted the Lord's Supper,
therefore it should only be par-
taken of once a year.

Answer: It needs to be understood that the Lord's
Supper is not the Passover of the Old Testament.
Just because a thing was done once a year under
the Law of Moses, we are not to conclude that it is to
be done that way in the New Testament. The Jews
went once a year to Jerusalem to keep the day of
Pentecost (Deut 16:16). Must we do that every year
now?

(2) That Acts 20:7 was just a common meal. The
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society in their New
World Translation renders Acts 20:7, "On the first
day of the week, when we were gathered to have a
meal."

Answer: This rendering of Acts 20:7 is not a transla-
tion but rather an interpretation. The Greek does not
say "meal." It says to "break bread" and | do not
intend to let the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Socie-
ty interpret the truth for me. Do you? The context of
Acts 20:7 shows it was not just a common meal.

(A) If it was just a common meal why did Paul re-
main in Troas for seven days? "And we sailed away
from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread,
and came unto them to Troas in five days; where we
abode seven days" (Acts 20:6).

(B) If those in Acts 20:7 were just eating a common
meal why is it specified that they ate it on the first
day of the week? Did they eat common meals on
other days of the week? "And upon the first day of
the week . . ." (Acts 20:7). It is not a common meal
but rather is an apostolic example of when the

It needs to be understood that
the Lord's Supper is not the
Passover of the Old Testament.
Just because a thing was done

once a year under the Law of
Moses, we are not to conclude
that it is to be done that way in

the New Testament.

church ate the Lord's Supper.

(C) If Acts 20:7 is a common
meal why did they ‘gather to-
gether' for it? ". . . when we
were gathered together to break
bread" (Acts 20:7). Read 1 Co-
rinthians 11:17-34. The church
at Corinth was told not to come
together in the assembly to eat
common meals. "What? have
ye not houses to eat and to
drink in? ...." (1 Cor. 11:22)
"And if any man hunger, let him
eat at home; that ye come not
together unto condemnation . .
." (1 Cor. 11:34). Also the phrase "were gath-
ered" (Acts 20:7) implies that someone with au-
thority had ordered them to meet together.

(D) If Acts 20:7 is a common meal why is it sepa-
rate from Paul's eating or breaking bread in Acts
20:11 ? "When he therefore was come up again,
and had broken bread, and eaten, and talked a
long while, even till break of day, so he depart-
ed" (Acts 20:11). The passages in Acts 20:7, 11
are parallel to those in Acts 2:42, 46. Breaking of
bread in Acts 2:42 refers to the Lord's Supper
while verse 46 refers to a common meal. The con-
text shows this to be so.

(E) Jehovah's Witnesses say that Acts 2:42 refers
to the "taking of meals." If this is so, why is it men-
tioned as part of and along with acts of worship?

Perhaps one reason Jehovah's Witnesses want to
get the Lord's Supper out of the Bible is because
the Lord said the Lord's Supper would be in the
kingdom (Matt. 26:29; Lk. 22:29-30). Those in
Corinth were communing with Christ (1 Cor.
10:16), then they had to be in the Kingdom. But
Jehovah's Witnesses tell us that the Kingdom was
not in existence then? One false doctrine leads to
another. - Truth Magazine - July 19, 1979




