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Envy and Jealousy

went into the sanctuary of God and then
B)’ R. J Evans understood their end (v. 17). He came to
realize that it only takes a “moment” for God to bring them
low (v. 19). He learned that God is contemptuous of the
wicked (v. 20). With this knowledge, Asaph reviews his
past and expressed it in verse 22: “| was so foolish and
ignorant; | was like a beast before You.”

The Apostle Paul said that “love does not envy” (1 Cor.
13:4). Love and envy or jealousy cannot abide in the
same heart. If we are Christians, then envy and jealousy
must be put away! Paul gave instructions to “Let nothing
be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowli-
ness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but
also for the interests of others” (Phil. 2:3-4). When we
have a genuine concern and interest in others, there will
be no room left in our hearts for envy and jealousy.

Have we been envious or jealous of the prosperity and
worldly success of the wicked and foolish? If so, may we
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Envy and jealousy are often used inter-
changeably, but strictly speaking, the
words denote two different emotions. Jealousy is the fear of
losing someone or something to whom or to which a person is
attached. Envy is a feeling of discontent and hatred of another
person because of his advantages, possessions, etc.

In Psalm 73:2-3, Asaph stated, “But as for me, my feet had
almost stumbled; My steps had nearly slipped. For | was envi-
ous of the boastful, when | saw the prosperity of the wicked.”
Asaph admitted he envied the wicked in their prosperity, their
strength in death, even their pride and cursing. It has been said
that “malice rejoices at another’s and jealousy begrudge an-
other’s success.” Solomon said, “envy is rottenness to the
bones” (Prov. 14:30). W.E. Vine defines envy as “the feeling
of displeasure produced by witnessing or hearing of the advan-
tage or prosperity of others.”

In Genesis 37, we read of the envy and jealousy of the broth-
ers of Joseph, which turned into hatred, causing them to sell

their brother into slavery. Envy and jealousy are each listed as : )
a “work of the flesh” in Galatians 5:20-21. And “those who gain strength to overcome these sins from the ex-

practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God” (v. ample of Asaph. “Do not let your heart envy sin-
21). ners, But in the fear of the Lord continue all day

long” (Prov. 23:17).

The writer of Psalm 73 was envious of the wicked “until” he

Classes This Week

Saturday Night
Kid’s Classes

Wednesday 12 Noon
Ladies “Proverbs” Class at the Rouse’s

Tuesday 8 PM
“Truth Seekers”
Student Center Room 2310

Monday 7 PM
Men’s Class at the Davis’

1-6th Grade 6-8PM Place: TBA
7th-12th 6:30-8:30 at the Normans

ic
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Pat Webb
(Friend of Jared

Quinton Addison

Diane Hudson
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Grandfather)

(Josh Hudson’s
grandmother)

Arline Harkrider
(Nichole Pender’s
Grandmother)
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teaching the kid’s class.

- Please remember Sam Cox. Friend
of Anna Stallings in your prayers as he
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From Where | Stand

By Irven Lee

My high school class celebrated its
fiftieth anniversary in May of this
year. As | look back down the hill it
seems that that diploma was given
to me only a little while ago. | lacked
a few weeks being sixteen, and |
weighed about sixty-five pounds less
than my present weight of one hun-
dred eighty. Money and jobs were
not in abundant supply since the
indescribable depression had settled
down on every community in the
land. | cannot now remember where
| laid some object that | had in my
hands a few minutes ago, but many
of the events of those school days at
the Murray High School are easy to
see as | look back over my shoulder.

When | marched by to be given that
diploma | had a future and now |
have a past. It would have been im-
possible to describe my future on
that big day fifty years ago. | now
know what my future was in 1930
because it has become my past by
this time. Nashville, Tennessee, Val-
dosta, Georgia, and Chattanooga,
Tennessee were to be called home
at intervals along the way, but most
of my years were to spent in north-
west Alabama. You young people
who are finishing high school this
year might also be surprised if you
could see your future.

When the forty-eight seniors at
Murray came to the big day, we
made plans for a commencement

€heck Us Out On the Internet:

My classmates and | never
dreamed that the depression
would give way to the most

extravagant and wasteful

generation that has lived on the

earth... | had never seen a

television. Houses were generally

small, and bedrooms had no closet
space...Those of us who have
thought through the years that we
were poor have lived with luxury
as compared to the past and as
compared with the possessions of

people in other parts of the world.

service. We had finished something,
and we were about to commence
something else, but we did not know
what we were commencing. We were
pushed out into a world that knew
poverty and hard work. What we
would do or become was determined
more than we knew by our parents,
teachers, intimate friends, preachers,
and habits of those days. Who knows
how much the providence of God may
have helped us? | wish | had known
how great my debt of gratitude was in
1930 and had been more thoughtful
and skilled in expressing it. | think |
just took things for granted.

By nature | was a boy with dreams
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

and optimism, so | did not feel afraid to com-
mence whatever it was that | was to commence.
Each day passed with some satisfaction and left
hope for tomorrow. There must have been some
days that did not qualify for such description but,
honestly, | do not remember where or when they
fitted into the picture, if there were those unhappy
days. | was a timid boy without money or prestige
and only a few people in the world even knew
that | existed. That did not bother me. In my little
world | had my hopes, and they could hardly be
called ambitions, but they were enough as | an-
chor my soul so | gladly "commenced" the rest of
my life after that commencement service.

My classmates and | never dreamed that the de-
pression would give way to the most extravagant
and wasteful generation that has lived on the
earth. | could drive a T-Model Ford in those days,
but | have seen better cars since. | then knew of
no family with central heating that was thermo-
statically controlled. | had never seen a televi-
sion. Houses were generally small, and bed-
rooms had no closet space. Can anyone esti-
mate what percentage of the world's oil has been
used in my generation? Those of us who have
thought through the years that we were poor
have lived with luxury as compared to the past
and as compared with the possessions of people
in other parts of the world. | think we just took
things for granted while we went on consuming
the world's natural resources.

Let me say to you young people that my past
does not give me power to foretell your future.
You are beginning (commencing) a journey into
an entirely different world to that in which | have
lived. | would be afraid to touch the button on a
time machine to turn my age back to your age. |
would be afraid to face the future if | were your
age unless the time machine could give me the
hope and optimism that were mine fifty years
ago. Expect changes. Live life as it comes pass-
ing by and make the most of it. May God's bless-
ings be upon you. My oldest grandchild is gradu-
ating from high school this year. Can any of you
describe the world in which he may celebrate his
fiftieth anniversary with his high school class-
mates?

The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has not
changed in my life time, nor will it change during
yours. High school graduates this spring, and all
others, should take the Bible with them through

life's journey. Have reverence for it, knowledge of it,
and a strong determination to follow its counsel re-
gardless of what others may do. My generation has
allowed our moral standards to be lowered very
much. Divorce and all major crimes are much more
common than when | got my diploma in 1930. Alco-
hol and other drugs are destroying more lives. Be
wise and understand what the will of the Lord is. Ire
knows best.

I make no boast of a perfect life. My hope of eternal
life is based on grace and mercy even though | have
tried to do right and to encourage others to do the
same. It is a joy to me to see young people who are
devout in this vulgar and skeptical world. Selfish-
ness is not a part of the Christian's life. Let us re-
member this until the end.

One's life is a little like a book with many chapters.
The book could end at the end of any chapter. If |
live another decade, | will be able to see my grand-
children through school and married. | do believe
these will be pleasant pictures to see. | would theta
want to see their children and watch them grow up
into wonderful young people. Let me die in hope for
good things for them. My age and limitations in
health let me know that the end of the last chapter in
my case is near. Since family, brethren in Christ,
and my hope of the crown have made my life pleas-
ant, | am willing for the end to come. The chapter of
helpless senility is one | do not desire to write. May
the Lord spare me that period of life.

| can easily look back and see many events of the
past, but | can look ahead only by the eye of faith. |
find myself as hopeful as | was when | passed by
the principal for my diploma and went back to my
seat fifty years ago. The vapor of my life has ap-
peared for a little while, and it must soon vanish.
There will be a new generation moving ahead into
the future. My hope is that that generation will ac-
complish more than my own has. Let spiritual values
be appreciated more in the future. May there come a
great awakening of interest in the Bible.

Life does not consist of the abundance of things
possessed. Ideals, friendships, love, principles,
hope, and heaven's approval are far more important
than things. Happiness is a by-product of the abun-
dant life, and it is not to be bought at the market
place. The very best things of life remain with us in
greater abundance after we have shared

them with others. E

Truth Magazine - July 17, 1980
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The Jewel of Consistency
By Bob Waldron

In an article by George Cornell,
AP religion writer, we learn that a
Presbyterian scholar, Dr. Arthur
F. Glasser, has discovered that
religious tolerance indicates a
spiritual vacuum. Sounds good!
Let me quote. "We've become so
mushy-headed and tolerant in
America that people say any re-
ligion is okay, but the fact is that
they can be demonic. Such rela-
tivism is the curse of Biblical
faith." Several of his statements
are worthy of circulation. "Many
people are so jaded that they
uncritically accept any idea that
comes down the pike."

Much of what the dean of Fuller Theological Seminary
had to say was addressed to the mass suicide in Guy-
ana. "In all this tide of relativism, the flood of eastern
cults and the assumptions that any religion is okay as
long as it's sincere, we've tried to face the situation
and say plainly that there is truth and there is error."

In my experience it is such a novel thing to hear such
statements from denominational leaders that | would
like to encourage this thinking among them. Therefore,
| want to avoid the temptation of sarcasm and yet point
out a few problems for denominational preachers and
leaders who would reason in the manner of Mr.
Glasser.

Let me quote once more: "Tolerance, in its best sense,
is a virtue" and "we must allow for a measure of differ-
ences, listening to one another, and learning, a princi-
ple of the ecumenical movement." Frankly, this last
statement, in the ecumenical context, means that
whereas we should not be mushy-headed enough to
tolerate the far-out cults, we should be mushy-headed
enough to continue tolerating enormous differences on
everything from organization to what is necessary for
salvation.

Tolerance and ecumenism are like father and son. The
grandfather is a lack of respect for the authority of the
Bible. The existence of ecumenism demands toler-
ance. The movement the ecumenical unity has in-
volved the discounting of more and more that might be
important enough to differ over. In other words, when

What a dilemma: on the
one hand to see the
proliferation of personality
cults or to give up the
beauties of ecumenism.

There is an alternative.
Reject denominationalism
and make the Bible the sole
rule in faith and practice.

there are vast differences be-
tween two or more parties, they
can achieve togetherness in
three ways. (1) One side can be
converted to the other side. (2)
Both sides can give up their posi-
tions. (3) Both sides can be con-
verted to the truth. The ecumeni-
cal movement has been accom-
plished primarily by the second
method. Such a course, however,
creates more and more tolerance
for different ideas and directly
fosters as "anything goes" atti-
tude. When this attitude boils
over in the acceptance of such
cock-eyed cults as the Peoples' Temples, we are
shocked. Trying to keep ecumenism alive while not
tolerating cults is like trying to have a mild fatal ill-
ness.

Those denominational leaders who have taught that
"one religion is as good as another" and "it doesn't
matter what you believe as long as you are sincere"
are going to have to count the cost. If they say it does
matter whether one is sprinkled or immersed,
whether one is "once saved always saved" or not,
and whether one is born totally depraved or not. If, on
the other hand, it does not matter which one of these
positions one holds, then they will need to decide
which of the possible following answers is the reason
why. (1) Everything is true. There is no false doctrine.
Two plus two is one, two, three, four, or whatever.
One is saved by faith only as well as not by faith only.
Itis all true. (2) Everything is false. There is no truth.
Anything one believes is false, so it does not matter.

If it does not matter what one believes, these are the
only two valid possibilities why not. If we once grant
that both truth and error exist, then they differ, men
can tell the difference, and we cannot blithely ignore
the difference.

What a dilemma: on the one hand to see the prolif-
eration of personality cults or to give up the beauties
of ecumenism. There is an alternative. Reject de-
nominationalism and make the Bible the sole rule

in faith and practice.

Truth Magazine—October 1979




