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Friday Classes
6-8 PM - Ist-6th grade at the
Weldon’s ; 6:30- 8:30 PM - 7-
12th Grades at Walker Davis’

Wednesday 12 Noon
Ladies “Proverbs” class at
the Rouse’s

Tuesday 8 PM
“Truth Seekers” at Student
Center - Room 2310

Sunday 5:15 Monday 7 PM
Kid’s Class at the Building Men’s Class at Walker Davis’
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(Galatians 1:8), and Peter predicted that
there would be false teachers among us (2
Peter 2:1). So religious teachings can be
false and religious practice can be wrong.
Jesus also said, ""Every plant which my
heavenly Father has not planted will be up-
rooted" (Matthew 15:13). This is equal to
saying that churches not planted by the Lord
will be rejected.

3. Has God designated any exclusives in
religion? Consider Ephesians 4:4-6.
“There is one body and one Spirit, just as
you were called in one hope of your calling;
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God
and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all." The ““one" in
these verses obviously means ““one and
only one."

These verses do not allow for our modern
broad-mindedness. Such broad-mindedness,
however, is not really new; it existed in the
first century among the Ephesians to whom
this was written. Paul became the focus of a
riot because he insisted ""that there are no
gods made with hands" (Acts 19:26). To put
it another way, he preached there was "“one
and only one" God. The Ephesians were tol-
erant of many gods, but intolerant of anyone
who said there was only one. Most of us
would agree that there is one and only one
God. But the same verses say, there is one
body." What is this one body? The same
writer says in Ephesians 1:22-23 that God
has given Christ “"to be head of all things to
the church which is His body." So if there is
one body and that body is the church, this is
saying there is one church. If one God
means only one God, then one body means
one body or only one church.

What is the one church? Without doubt, the
one body (church) referred to in Ephesians

4:4-6, was the church than Jesus promised to
build (Matthew 16:18). It was to be founded on
the fact that He was the Christ, the Son of God.
That church began on the day of Pentecost
(Acts 2), when Jesus was first publicly pro-
claimed to be the Christ, based upon the facts
of His resurrection from the dead. Those who
believed asked, ~“*What shall we do?' Then Pe-
ter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins; and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit'...Then those who gladly
received his word were baptized; and that day
about three thousand souls were added to
them...And the Lord added to the church daily
those who were being saved" (Acts 2:37-38,
41, 47).

Please note that all who were saved were
added to the church. It includes all who were
saved, for the Lord added all who were saved to
it. But if it included all who were saved it was
not a denomination, for a denomination by defi-
nition is only one part of a whole. Neither was it
a combination of all denominations, nor even an
association of local churches known as
““churches of Christ." The one body was made
up of individual members, not of local churches.
It was the one true church to which all who were
saved were added. It was that one body de-
scribed in Ephesians.

How can this church be identified? Jesus said
that the gates of Hades would not prevail
against His church (Matt. 16:18). It must be in
existence today. If itis, it has Jesus Christ as its
only Lord and the gospel as its only faith. It is
entered by the one baptism, it still includes all
who are saved, and it is not one of many. It is
the body of Christ (Colossians 1:18), Christ's
church (Matthew 16:18), the church of God
(Galatians 1:13), the house of God (1 Timothy
3:15). Itis the one and only church that

is right. E
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Serious Business
By Cled Wallace

The work of saving men from
sin is serious business. Jesus
Christ, "existing in the form of
God, counted not the being
on an equality with God a
thing to be grasped, but emp-
tied himself, taking the form
of a servant, being made in
the likeness of men; and be-
ing found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself,
becoming obedient even unto
death, yea, the death of the
cross." (Phil. 2: 5-8.) God sent him as the great-
est apostle ever known on the greatest mission
ever conceived-the redemption of mankind from
sin. In pursuance of this mission, the "ministry of
reconciliation" was chosen, the great commis-
sion was given, and

the gospel became the power of God unto sal-
vation. When Christ ascended up on high, the
Holy Spirit came down and the apostles became
active ambassadors on behalf of their reigning
Lord. "We cannot but speak the things

which we saw and heard," (Acts 4:20) Peter
and John said sharply to the angry Sanhedrin.
"The love of Christ constraineth us; woe is unto
me, if | preach not the gospel." (1 Cor 9:16)
Paul considered himself a "debtor both to
Greeks and to Barbarians, both to the wise and
to the foolish," (Rom 1:14) to the full extent of
his opportunity and ability in preaching the gos-
pel. A world lying in the evil one is a direct chal-
lenge to the church. The fact that the world was
evangelized in a generation, in the face of per-
secution armed and designed for annihilation,
affords eloquent testimony to the magnificent
manner in which that challenge was met in the
first century when Christianity was new.

The gospel is the only
means of escape from sin
with its indescribable
consequences. How

zealous, then, should
Christians be in preaching
the gospel! It is serious

business.

Christians today view a world
in sin with too much compla-
cence, or indifference, maybe
it is. Too many well-fed and
properly clothed disciples feel
that the measure of their re-
sponsibility is attending a ser-
vice or so and dropping

in a coin or so occasionally.
But is it? Paul said: "l have
great sorrow and unceasing
pain in my heart." Let us note
the occasion of this distress. His "kinsmen ac-
cording to the flesh," the Jewish nation, for
whom God had done so much and from whom
Christ had come, were displaying an amazing
and unreasonable stubbornness in their rejec-
tion of the Lord and opposition to the gospel.
Paul was chilled to the heart at the thought of
their lost condition, in their fatal self-
righteousness. Suffer for them? Sacrifice on
their behalf? He would do anything and every-
thing for them. "l could wish that | myself were
anathema from Christ for my brethren's sake,
my kinsmen according to the flesh." (Rom 9:3)
Were it possible to do such a thing or right to
wish such a thing, Paul was capable of choos-
ing a place in hell, if thereby he could purchase
a home in heaven for the Jewish race. Such
burning intensity mocks the insipid indifference
of many present-day disciples. Sin is a terrible
reality, and through it death reigns. It even
worked condemnation and ruin through such a
good thing as the law. The gospel is the only
means of escape from sin with its indescribable
consequences. How zealous, then, should
Christians be in preaching the gospel! It is
serious business. - Gospel Advocate, May

11, 1933




