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Present Threats

I do not remember a time in my lifetme By Edward O. Bragwell, Sr. ° The doctrine that fellowship should be
when the peace and purity of the extended to all “believers in Christ”
church has been threatened with more “winds of doctrine” ~ Wwithout regard for doctrinal differences.

than right now. | began preaching near the beginning of the  This, by no means exhausts the list of doctrines being
institutional controversy that divided churches during the floated out there among us and taking over churches.
last half of the just recent century. “The issues,” as they But this should be enough to occupy our minds to a
were called in those days, were pretty much confined to little while.

efforts to activate the universal church in some form or the However, | feel compelled to point out one other threat:
other. Today, even among those who came out of that con- is the g,rowing number, who say they do not agree
t'roversy popularly labeled “non.-in.st.itutiopal" (but not con- with these doctrines, wh,o are unwilling to openly op-
fined to them), there are a multiplicity of issues that have to pose them in any effective way. They prefer to bury

be dealt with on many fronts. Among them are: their heads in the sand and believe that none of these

* The doctrine that salvation is grace based and not obedi- present a real threat; or they prefer that they be dealt

ence baseq. o ) with in generalities (sometime called “just deal with the
* The doctrine that grace covers the Christian’s sins even as  principle”) rather that clearly exposing each doctrine for
he sins.

the threat it is to the peace and purity of congregations
and exposing the teachers as the false teachers that
they are. This may well be as great, if not greater, a
threat than the mere existence any of the doctrines.

Brethren, sometimes is better to “rock the boat” occa-
sionally than to just stand back and watch it sink.

* The doctrine that all life is worship.

* The doctrine that the Lord’s Supper should be observed in
a manner that mirrors the eating of a common meal to-
gether.

* The doctrine that social services are to be at the basis of
our evangelism.
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Unfair Criticism
By Tim Nichols

The following story has been
around for many years. | do
not know who the original au-
thor is. It well illustrates what
most of us have experienced
from time to time. You simply
cannot please everyone. ltis
not reasonable to try. Our time
and energy are best spent in
trying to do what is right. If
some critic can help us to bet-
ter understand what is right,
then it is reasonable to follow
such suggestions. But chang-
ing what we are doing or not
doing to try to please unfair crit-
ics is absolutely futile.

A man and his grandson went
on a journey, walking and lead-
ing a donkey. Soon they met a
passerby who said, "How fool-
ish for both of you to be walk-
ing. One should be riding the
donkey." So the man put his
grandson on the animal. The
next person they met frowned
and said, "How dreadful for a
strong boy to be riding while an

€heck Us Out On the Internet:

Before you criticize ask
questions and learn facts.
If you must criticize try to
help and not hurt. Look
first at yourself. Some of
the most bitter criticism

seems to come from those
who have the least
knowledge of and interest

in spiritual things.

old man walks." So the boy
climbed off the donkey and his
grandfather climbed on. The
next traveler down the road said,
"l just can't believe that a grown
man would ride and make a poor
little boy walk." So the man
pulled the little boy up and they
rode on together.

This seemed to be the solution,
until they met the next fellow
who cried out, "l never thought |

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

would see anything so cruel in all my life --
two intelligent human beings riding one
poor defenseless donkey." Down the

road a piece, they met a couple of men
traveling together. When they passed, one
said to the other, "Did you ever see two
dummies carrying a donkey before?"

Soon after | began preaching | was con-
fronted by a critic who believed that there
was something wrong with preparing
notes for sermons. At the time | was us-
ing extensive outlines in the pulpit that |
had prepared in my studies during the
week. The critic said, "A real preacher
can stand up and preach a sermon on any
subject in the Bible right now without us-
ing notes!" Over time | developed the
practice of using fewer and fewer notes
while preaching expository sermons over
passages of scripture. | eventually got a
wide margin Bible and now do most of my
preaching from the text of the Bible and
the notes that | have made in the margin.
This takes more work in the study but it
seems to be the most effective way to
preach the word of God for me at this
time. | was not surprised to hear another
critic point out that "real preaching cannot
be done from a few notes scribbled in the
margin of a Bible."

Such criticism comes from a variety of
sources. Job's "friends" came to him with-
out knowledge of what was actually going
on and made criticisms concerning things
about which they were ignorant. They
could have come with open minds. They
could have listened and learned. Instead
they came attempting to instruct Job.

The Sadducees were a proud people in Mat-
thew 22 where it is recorded that they came
to Jesus attempting to "show Him up". Jesus
"put them to silence" (verse 22). Before do-
ing so the showed them where they had
gone wrong; "Ye do err, not knowing the
scriptures, nor the power of God" (verse 29).
Even though their criticism was put forth in
the form of a question, it was a loaded ques-
tion that blew up in their faces. They should
have learned from the reasonable answer to
their question. Instead, it appears that they
went quietly back to looking for opportunities
to bring Jesus down a peg or two.

In Joshua 22 we read of an incident in which
the tribes of Reuben and Gad and the half
tribe of Manasseh went back to the other
side of Jordan. They built an alter to God.
Their brethren in Israel heard about it and
assumed that it was an altar to an idol.
Based upon their assumption they prepared
to go to battle against them and kill them.
According to verse 16 the whole congrega-
tion believed it! All of Israel was stirred up
and "red-hot mad" because they had failed to
investigate before acting. They nearly killed
faithful brethren because of unfair criticism.

Before you criticize ask questions and learn
facts. If you must criticize try to help and not
hurt. Look first at yourself. Some of the
most bitter criticism seems to come from
those who have the least knowledge of and
interest in spiritual things.

Let us also be prepared to at least hear
those criticisms from brethren with open Bi-
bles and loving spirits. We should be ready
and willing to repent if we have done

wrong (Psalm 51). E
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The Bible Verses Books About the Bible

By Bryan Gibson

| don’t read many books about
the Bible, but | do read the
Bible—frequently, and some-
times for long stretches. In the
interest of full disclosure, that
hasn’t always been my prac-
tice. Back in my early to mid
20’s ('m 50 now), | read a lot
of books about the Bible, but |
cut way back and here’s why.
Unsound ideas had begun to
creep into my mind, and it
scared me. When | did get
around to actually reading the
Bible, | could tell that these uninspired authors
were taking me in a different direction. These
weren’t what some would call major departures
from the truth, but how far does one have to stray
to be wrong? | wanted to be right about every-
thing, and | knew the Bible was right.

I’'m sure there’s been some downside to my pre-
sent practice. No doubt I've missed some won-
derful insights from other authors, but | want to
make sure that the source of all my teachings is
the One “in whom are hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). | want
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, and there’s only one book that can provide
that. “The entirety of Your word is

truth...” (Psalms 119:160)—that’s what David
said and | believe it with all my heart.

Perhaps you're thinking that you can read all this
outside material without being influenced by error,
that you can properly discern between truth and
error. Maybe YOU can, but many have proven
that they cannot. | read and hear lessons from my
own brethren that sound more like the popular
authors of today than they do Jesus or His apos-
tles. It is clear to me at least that they’ve read
more books about the Bible than the Bible itself.
Personally, | prefer an inspired author over an

The worst culprits seem to be the
“devotional style” books, where
the author often goes for long
stretches without citing a Bible
verse to prove his point. It’s easy
to get caught up in their “fresh,

contemporary” style, and not
even bother to search the
Scriptures daily to find out
whether these things are so

(Acts 17:11).

uninspired one any day (2
Timothy 3:16-17). I've yet to
find an uninspired author that
can match their skill in argu-
ment, their fire, their heartfelt
compassion, their beauty of
expression, etc. In other
words, I’'m more impressed
with THE word than I'm their
words.

| know I'm going to be chal-
lenged on this, so let me add
this for clarity. | don’t put all
books about the Bible in the same category.
Concordances, word studies, topical Bibles, Bi-
ble dictionaries and encyclopedias—these pose
little or no danger, and they can be most helpful
in better understanding the text. | don’t read
many commentaries, because they do pose a
greater danger, but at least there’s an effort to
stick to the Bible text, and to prove each point
that is made. The worst culprits seem to be the
“devotional style” books, where the author often
goes for long stretches without citing a Bible
verse to prove his point. It's easy to get caught
up in their “fresh, contemporary” style, and not
even bother to search the Scriptures daily to find
out whether these things are so (Acts 17:11).

Yes, | know the Bible contains some things
“hard to understand” (2 Peter 3:16), but God
assures me that | can understand His will for me
(Ephesians 3:1-5; 5:17). I'm not anywhere close
to brilliant, but | am capable of understanding,
and | plan to pursue this understanding as dili-
gently as | possibly can (Proverbs 2:1-5).

“Give me the Bible, holy message shining, thy
light shall guide me in the narrow way, precept
and promise, law and love combining, till

night shall vanish in eternal day” (“Give Me
the Bible,” E.S. Lorenz, Priscilla J. Owens).




