PAGE 4

THE AUBURN BEACON

VOLUME 3, ISSUE 33

Why Should | Trust the Bible?

1. To determine if the Bible is from
God or man is an issue that can be
tested and the truth known. | appeal to you to at
least read the Bible with an open mind and then
test what you read. This is the appeal of Jesus
Christ himself (John 8:32; 7:17).

2. Take the time to consider the historical and
archeological accuracy of the Bible. History tells
us of many recent scholars, such as Sir William
Ramsey, who because of their archeological stud-
ies of the Bible lands came to respect the Bible as
one of the most accurate sources of ancient his-
tory. This tells us that the Bible is no myth but
rather was written by men in the times claimed

By Larry Rouse

Acts is that they witnessed Jesus
as one who was raised from the
dead (Acts 2:32: 3:14-15; 5:30-32; 10:39-42;
13:27-31). Is this testimony valid? What was
the motive of men like the Apostle Paul in
making such an abrupt change from persecu-
tor to preacher? History bears testimony that
all these witnesses, save one, died a martyr's
death for this truth (1 Cor 15:30-32). Did they
die for a lie?

4. Finally, consider the powerful evidence of
fulfilled prophecy. In the death of Christ there
are several detailed accounts of His death

hundreds of years before the event (Psalms

and written in a careful manner.

3. Consider the identity of Jesus Christ - who is
He? The appeal of the apostles in the book of

22, Isaiah 53). How can this be?
Why not begin your examination of the
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The Vanishing of Heresy
By Hugh Fulford

Several months ago | read
Phil Sanders’ book, A Faith
Built on Sand: The Foolish-
ness of Popular Religion in a
Postmodern World. This is a

The notion exists in many
quarters that preachers
ought not to emphasize

sequel to Phil’'s 2000 book,
Adrift: Postmodernism in the
Church. Both are deserving
of a serious read by all who
would be aware of what is
taking place in the contempo-
rary world of Christendom.

Chapter 8 is titled "The Van-
ishing of Heresy." Phil begins
the chapter with a 1987 quote
from J. |. Packer:

"The net result of all these
impulses to pluralism is that
... there are just about as
many theologies as there are
theologians to devise them;
the concept of heresy has
almost lost its meaning; and
loyalty to the institutional
church has for the most part
taken the place of loyalty to
the faith once for all delivered

€heck Us Out On the Internet:

doctrine "because doctrine
only divides." The idea is

that we should "preach only
Christ." But to preach
Christ is to preach

"doctrine."

to the saints, for no one is
quite sure any more what the
essence of that faith really
is" (p. 89).

Packer’s (and Phil’s) point is
that—speaking facetiously—
heresy is now a thing of the
past. It does not exist today!
The only "heresy" that exists in
our postmodern world is the
assertion that something is
heresy! Every cockeyed no-
tion, theory, doctrine, practice,

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

and belief is to be uncritically accepted.
No one is to be told that they are
wrong. Interestingly, however, one
postmodernist recently told me, "The
Bible is wrong about many things!"

Later in the chapter Phil observes: "The
preaching in churches of Christ has
changed in the last generation. Over
time the church has become afraid to
say much of anything with conviction.
Preachers preach much love but little
truth, much grace but little repentance,
much salvation but little obedience, and
much on relationships but little on relat-
ing responsibly to God Himself. Some
speak much on believing and confuse
their listeners by speaking little on what
to believe" (p. 100).

The notion exists in many quarters that
preachers ought not to emphasize doc-
trine "because doctrine only divides."
The idea is that we should "preach only
Christ." But to preach Christ is to
preach "doctrine." It is "doctrine" to af-
firm that Christ alone is "the way, the
truth, and the life," and that no one
comes to the Father except through
Him! (John 14:6). But there are multi-
plied millions who do not believe that
Christ is the only way to God. There-
fore, Christ Himself is divisive. He said,
"Do not think that | came to bring peace
on earth. | came not to bring peace but
a sword" (Matthew 10:34).

What does it mean to preach Christ?
Can we preach Christ without preach-
ing what He taught? Can we preach

Christ without preaching the doctrine of
Christ? Philip the evangelist preached
Christ to the Ethiopian eunuch and the
eunuch asked to be baptized (Acts 8:35-
39). How did the eunuch know that he
needed to be baptized unless in preaching
Christ to him Philip had told him what
Christ said one must do to be saved? Je-
sus said: "He who believes and is bap-
tized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned" (Mark 16:16).

The apostle Paul did not subscribe to the
idea that doctrine is not important or that
there was no such thing as heresy. He
named "heresies" as one of the works of
the flesh (Galatians 5:19-22). He further
warned that "the time will come when they
[the professed people of God, hf] will not
endure sound doctrine, but according to
their own desires, because they have itch-
ing ears, they will heap up for themselves
teachers; and they will turn away their
ears from the truth, and be turned aside to
fables" (Il Timothy 4:3-4). In this respect,
the ones of whom Paul spoke were like
the wayward people of God in the Old
Testament who said, "Do not prophesy to
us right things; speak to us smooth
things..." (Isaiah 30:10). Translation:
Don’t tell us what we need to hear; tell us
what we want to hear. Don’t rebuke us for
our sins; rather, show us how we can con-
tinue in our sins and still be good church
members. Show us how we can be reli-
gious without having to be righteous!
Make us feel good about ourselves! Such
are the times in which we live. E
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The Lord’s Supper

By Dale Smelser

To understand how and how
often to eat the Lord's supper
we must understand what kind
of book the Bible is. Is it just
history? Is it just devotional in-
spiration? Is it a guide, a pat-
tern? If the latter, what in it
must we follow?

The Bible teaches in ways
other than direct statements
and commands. Paul said, "Be
ye imitators of me. For this
cause have | sent unto you
Timothy...who shall put you in remembrance of my
ways which are in Christ Jesus" (I Cor. 4:16 -17).
From this we learn that the Holy Spirit, directing
Paul, expects us to learn by example, as well as by
commands. We are to imitate the ways of Paul. Not
all his ways, just those that are in Christ, those hav-
ing to do with how he served Christ. And his exam-
ples are to be followed alike by all the congrega-
tions (I Cor. 4:17 ). Similarly we read, "The things
which ye both learned and received and heard and
saw in me, these things do" (Phil 4:9). By showing
us how real people and real churches in real history
acceptably served Christ, Jesus says, "Here is how
| want to be served. Serve me as the people did
who were directed by the apostles.”

Now we go to Acts 20:7 and find: "Upon the first
day of the week, when the disciples gathered to-
gether to break bread, Paul preached to them."
Paul arrived there on Monday. So in spite of the fact
that Paul was hastening to Jerusalem , he tarried
until the first day of the week when the saints would
meet to break bread (eat the Lord's supper, | Cor.
11:26 ). Some read this and say, "So what, they ate
the Lord's supper on the first day of the week. What
does that have to do with us?"

Remember, the Lord teaches us by the examples in
his word. So when we ask how often the church
meets to eat the Lord's supper, the only information

We eat one bread, which is
a communion of the body
of Christ (I Cor. 10:17 ).

There is a unity of our

eating, unleavened bread.
We drink one cup which is
a communion of the blood

of Christ.

is an example telling us breth-
ren met to eat it on the first day
of the week. And the hastening
Paul waited until then to eat it
with them. They would not be
coming together to do it sooner
or at some other time. So we
eat not just following a casual
event, but a purposeful apos-
tolic example. Since the Lord
said he wanted us to learn in
that way and follow, we take
this precedent as instruction,
and eat the Lord's supper on
the first of the week, not ne-
glecting any. If we decided not to eat the Lord's
supper on some Sunday, then we would not have
eaten it on the first day of the week according to
precedent.

We eat one bread, which is a communion of the
body of Christ (I Cor. 10:17 ). There is a unity of
our eating, unleavened bread. We drink one cup
which is a communion of the blood of Christ.
There is a unity of our drinking, fruit of the vine (I
Cor. 10:15 -16). The one cup is not the container.
The word "cup” is a figure of speech known as
metonymy, where the contents are referred to as
the container. We say the baby wants a bottle.
Lots of luck. Hand the baby just the glass con-
tainer and he will continue to cry. We drink one
cup, the contents. We all drink the fruit of the vine,
representing the one thing, the blood of Christ.
You will not find some drinking orange juice, oth-
ers tea. At the Passover meal, Jesus instituted the
Lord's supper. He took a cup and told them to di-
vide it among themselves. They didn't fragment
the container. They divided the contents. Then
they ate the bread and drank the cup which was
already divided among them (Lk. 22:17-20; | Cor.
11:23-27). Drinking the cup, they evidently

used several containers, having divided the

cup among themselves before drinking. E




