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Making Bricks of Mud
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Philippians, "the things which happened unto me have not enjoy being forsaken by his brethren any more Christians in a Dlgltal Age - Is Online Sin Public?
fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel” (1:12-  than do we, but he could "pray God that it may not be
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individual when he is discovered, which one of us is
gleeful when he is caught dead-to-rights in his sin
(Gal.6:1)? Focus on the sin and getting that corrected.
Do not let defensive attitudes and emotions discourage
you from doing what you know to be right, according to
God'’s word.

If you confront a brother or sister, the same rules ap-
ply, do it in all humility, considering yourself lest you
also fall into the same things (Gal. 6:1; 1 Cor. 10:12).
Always be sure to bring the discussion back to whether
or not sin has taken place publicly for all to see and
emphasize the fact that it must be corrected publicly,
according to God’s word, if that is found to be the case.
There is no difference in seeing a brother sin in public
or hearing of it and confronting him about it and it hap-
pening online. Once again, it is certainly not our place
to be policemen and spy on each other and try to play
“gotchal”- Christianity and go looking for people to fall.
But let me strongly urge each of us to love each other
enough to have the courage to say what needs to be
said. Let none of us stay silent because we are afraid
of upsetting someone. That does nothing but condemn
both our souls to hell for seeing our brother/sister in sin
and saying nothing (James 4:17; Ezek. 3:18-19).

Furthermore, some go so far as to say/think that just
because they are behind closed doors in the privacy of
their home that whatever they do online is private.
This is foolish, and these individuals need educating.
Just because we are online, in privacy as we see it,
does not exempt us from conducting ourselves as
Christians on the premise that we can hide behind a
username.

That being said, it is hard for me to wrap my head
around (or grasp the logic) of how someone can up-
load his own picture (or being tagged on someone
else’s picture) to the internet, place it on their account,
and agree to share it with all of their “friends/contacts”
on a site, but then emphatically claim that it is a private
matter. Some caught in their sins online act as if any
reader who addresses the sin is the one at fault for
bringing it up and they are the victim, acting as if any-
one who sees this picture or video is akin to being a
peeping tom outside their home. Sin, no matter in what
context, venue, or by what means it is noticed/
discovered will condemn one’s soul to hell, plain and
simple; it must be corrected. Pictures, videos, or words
said online are all pretty solid pieces of evidence of
public sin. Since things done online are not done in a
corner, it argues that we must be upright in all we do,
for we do not know when our sin will find us out if we
are being immoral (it could show up online within a
matter of minutes!). Furthermore, what pictures/videos/

comments others post of us, what we post ourselves, and
so forth must also reflect the conduct and life of a Chris-
tian. There is no difference in sinning publicly in the real
world and sinning in a virtual world online; it is all public.

The inner struggle over whether what is seen/heard on the
“world-wide-web” is a public sin which must be repented of
publicly, is what keeps many of us back from correcting
those we find (from God’s word) to be in error. So to this |
quote again, “what part of ‘world-wide’ do you not under-
stand?” Now, to answer the question of whether we should
refute sin publicly and admonish a brother/sister to repent
publicly when caught up in sin online, the answer is a very
simple and resounding, YES!

And so it is imperative that we as Christians, the children
of God, conduct our lives according to the command of the
Lord, “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a
hill cannot be hidden. . . . Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:14ff.). As the passage implies,
this light never goes out, it is always on display, and it
always shines brightly for all to see. Online or offline, we
are to shine our lights. (Just to cover every base, Matthew
18:15 does not apply when placed in the context of the
“world-wide-web.” | believe we can draw that simple con-
clusion based off of the points and scripture quoted here
which show things published on the web are in public do-
main rather than protected by privacy.)

Lastly, just as sinning online is a very public matter which
can cause great harm to the individual and to the cause of
Christ, conversely the choice to shine our light online can
be very profitable to the cause of Christ. We must be wise
in our dealings, as always. Communicating online (e-mail,
chat rooms, social media, blogs) is unlike a hand-written
letter where you generally take the time to think out a mat-
ter. A word of admonition for those of us who like to type a
quick response: let us all use restraint and think matters
through biblically and logically before we quickly shoot
back with an answer online, for that is also very public and
in some cases cannot/will not be removed once submitted
(James 1:19-20). This tool, the internet, which can be
used for evil can also be used to sow the seed and con-
vert others to Christ. May we use it in that way, and all
shine our lights in whatever capacity our abilities allow so
the world may witness that being a Christian is not just a
name we wear but it is who we are at all times.

Let’s call sin what it is and not apologize for doing so,
brethren. The battle rages on (Eph. 6:10-13) for the souls
of all men, so let us be wise (Matt. 10:16), humble, and
bold. May none of us waver or grow weary in doing

what we know to do that is right. Heaven awaits

the faithful, press on (Gal. 6:1-3; James 4:17; 2

Tim. 4:1-5; Eph. 5:15-17; Col. 4:5-6; Prov. 3:4-6)
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Mental Incinerators
By F. Yater Tant

The whole world is aware of the
accumulating mountains of waste
and garbage threatening our
planet. Air pollution, water pollu-
tion, land pollution are all becom-
ing familiar terms. Every major
city seems to be having prob-
lems with garbage disposal. We
must find some way to handle
the garbage, or it will finally over-
whelm us.

The human body, like any well
ordered house, has also its gar-
bage disposal equipment. Every
time you expel a lung full of air you
are throwing off poisonous elements that would very
quickly destroy you if they were not discharged from
the body. The pores of your skin open up to emit from
your system waste material which is deadly if allowed
to accumulate. The digestive and urinary systems
daily discharge waste materials which ordinarily would
bring death to any human being if allowed to accumu-
late for only one short week.

But the mind of man has no such safe-guard! Nature
has provided us with "garbage disposal" equipment
for the physical organism. What a pity that we do not
come also equipped with some sort of mental incin-
erator where we could forever destroy the mental and
emotional "garbage" which keeps on piling up, year
after year, destroying our happiness, our effective-
ness, and even perhaps destroying our chance of
heaven! It is quite as important to keep the mind and
heart in good condition as it is the house or the physi-
cal organism.

The physical body disposes of its poisonous waste
materials quite automatically and as a matter of
course. To remove the harmful garbage from the mind
requires deliberate and specific effort toward that end.
The Bible points the way:

1. "Thinketh no evil" is Paul's characterization of a
loving heart. Does someone slight you at church? are
some of your “friends' saying hateful, spiteful things
about you? does your employer over-burden you with
work? In short, are you abused, mistreated, unappre-

It would be a most healthful
practice if at regular intervals
each person could make a
list of all the things he needs
to forget! pull out the old

grudges, harsh words,
mistakes and failures (and a
lot of the successes, too!)
and put them behind you...

ciated? What a sad and dreary
spectacle is the man who is filled
with self-pity! The easiest and
best way to eliminate such from
your life is to refuse it entrance in
the first place! Put the best pos-
sible construction (instead of the
worst) on the statement another
may make concerning you. But
suppose the evil is there, open,
glaring, and unmistakable. What
then? The answer is simple: re-
fuse to cherish or nourish the
"hurt" you have received. Hatred
in the heart is far more destruc-
tive and corrosive in its effects on the one who har-
bors it, more hurtful to the one who hates than it is to
the object of the hatred.

2. "Forgetting those things that are past." Every
spring it used to be the custom of most house-wives
to have a "house-cleaning." Closets were cleaned
out; rugs taken outside and beaten (how we used to
hate that job!) blankets and quilts were washed and
stored for the summer. It would be a most healthful
practice if at regular intervals each person could
make a list of all the things he needs to forget! pull
out the old grudges, harsh words, mistakes and fail-
ures (and a lot of the successes, too!) and put them
behind you... Put your fears and anxieties in the
mental incinerator, and turn up the burners. Get rid
of your old prejudices and childish animosities.

3. "Think on these things" are the words that follow
the long catalogue of healthful and productive items
that should occupy the mind. The list (Philippians
4:8) is 'positive thinking' at its best. If the mind is
filled with this kind of "whatsoever things" the very
presence of such thoughts will tend to nullify and
cast out hurtful, lustful, fearful, sinful thoughts that
otherwise might accumulate.

So-0-0-0, maybe, after all, man DOES have that
"mental incinerator," that device by which the poison-
ous and evil things that might contaminate the

heart are destroyed and rendered innocuous....

At least, it is worth giving a try.




