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The Last Fight
On the ruins of a theater in Ephesus By Robert Turner  Paul sought an enduring victory — one
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slay him. better serve the Lord, and thus serve his eternal pur- EnlOY|ng the B|b|e

poses.
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| Grisham. Clancy. The Oprah Book
Club. Hillerman. Amazon. Rowling.
Barnes & Noble. Homework.

What a difference in this crown, and that of the apostle . .

Paul: "I have fought a good fight, | have finished my We are all engaged In some SO"EOf battle, and in a
course, | have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up very real sense it is "unto death.” The fatalist, the fool,
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righteous judge, shall give me at that day..." (2 Timothy ~ fimes, he can expect but 2,999 temporal crowns, not

Some of the greatest

4:7-8). one of which he can take with him beyond that last _ enjoyment we will ever gain
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Paul did more than fight "unto death” — he fought unto in the towel. : mon? Whether it is Clancy's latest come after we have closed
life, eternal. If his fight of faith cost him his earthly life, it o . o techno-thriller. Grisham and his o
only meant he was now free to claim the crown that The Faith gives purpose to life. The Christian fights, X I Hill ’ 's Navai the Book and we are thinking
counted most (Revelation 2:10, 2 Cor. 5:6ff.). How differ- hard and often. But he has submitted himself to God's e ' . vyers, Al er'man. s Navajo myster- about what we have read.
ent from those who die without hope. will, "strives lawfully” (2 Timothy 2:5), and his Thoughts to Ponder | ies or Rowling's wizards they can That is the process of
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all them also that love his appearing." B oline at Amazon.com, or maybe Psalm 119:97: "Oh, how |

the world is discovered

love Your law! It is my
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desires to become great among you shall be your servant. * "And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. ** "For between the wisdom of | how Americans love to read
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even death!

Have we forgotten what a blessing it is to have
a Bible, and with it, the education to read it?
Even now a large majority of the world's popu-
lation either cannot afford a Bible, is not allowed
to own one, or could not read it if they could get
one. We need to see this freshly: it is a blessing
to read the Word of God!

Second, focus on benefits. It is true that we
read Clancy and Grisham for enjoyment. Thus,
you may be thinking "The Bible isn't to be read
for entertainment—so how can it be enjoy-
able?" Yet we enjoy many things that are not
purely fun or entertaining. For example, | run.
That is not always enjoyable, but | love the
benefits that come to me from doing it. Focus-
ing on those benefits gets me out there to make
my runs.

Similarly, the Bible provides notable and signifi-
cant benefits to every Christian. For example,
the Bible teaches us about our God. We can
learn some things about our Creator from crea-
tion, but we can never know God as He would
have us without the written word (1 Cor.
2:11ff). Further, reading Scripture equips me to
deal with temptation. Jesus answered every
temptation with Scripture (Luke 4:4ff), and if |
read Scripture | will know Scripture and can do
the same. It is the Word that teaches us right
from wrong, and shows us the consequences of
wrong so we will want to do right (2 Tim. 3:16-
17). Those two benefits just scratch the surface
of the value the Bible has for us. Perhaps we
would enjoy reading more if we made a list, as
we read, of all the good things the Bible does.
Try it and see — you'll be surprised at how of-
ten you have to stop and note that God's word
is working for you!

Third, read what connects. All Scripture has
value but not every passage speaks to my
situation and circumstances equally well.
Someone who works in government and is try-
ing to make a difference for the Lord will read

Esther differently than | will, won't they? The Bible
is a wondrous book, full of poetry and law and his-
tory and songs. In all of that you can find some-
thing that dramatically speaks to you, which has
immediate force in your life. That material con-
nects with you — and you will enjoy reading it
again and again.

Certainly, there is a place for deeper study and for
taking in the "whole counsel of God." There is,
however, also a place for returning to familiar
ground, passages that always seem to contain
something new and potent for our walk with God.
For me, it is the Psalms. | love them. They have
variety, color, and depth. | never have a "ho hum"
attitude with the Psalms. When | am preparing a
sermon from the Psalms | will look forward all
week to the time | get to spend in that Psalm. | en-
joy it! Find the parts of the Bible you like and you
will enjoy them too.

Fourth, reflect on your reading. Reading novels
may be interesting but that kind of reading doesn't
necessarily change us. Even reading history, like
Stephen Ambrose writes, can be a profound ex-
perience but it doesn't compare to what happens
when we read the word of God. Some of the great-
est enjoyment we will ever gain from the Scriptures
will come after we have closed the Book and we
are thinking about what we have read. That is the
process of reflection spoken of in Psalm 119:97:
"Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the
day." Meditation has come to mean something
esoteric or bizarre but in the Bible it simply means
deep thought about the text. This is the key to
making the Bible part of everything we do. | must
think about the context of the passages | have
read, and who the characters are and where they
are geographically — all the fact parts of the text.
Yet beyond that | must then prayerfully ask God to
bless my reading so | can see from this text what |
need to change, repent of, or even do more of. |
must think about how this reading changes me.
That is what separates reading the Bible from
reading a bestseller.
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When God Thinks of the church of Christ
By Gardner Hall

*When God thinks of the church
of Christ, He thinks of saved
individuals (Acts 20:28). When
men think of the Church of Christ
they think of parties, either a
broad conglomeration of alli-
ances such as the "one cup
Church of Christ," "liberal
Church of Christ," "conservative
Church of Christ," etc. or one of
those parties individually.

* When God thinks of the church
of Christ, He thinks of a number
of individuals unknown to men (2
Tim. 2:19). When men think of the Church of Christ,
they think of a loose association of local churches
whose numbers can be approximated, for example
1,260,838 in the United States according to Mac
Lynn’s 1994 directory. Perhaps they will focus more
on the numbers given for a more narrow association
of churches ("non institutional,” "one cup,” "no class”,
etc.).

*When God thinks of the church of Christ, He sees
an indivisible body composed of individuals with dif-
ferent levels of spiritual growth (1 Cor. 1:13; 2 Peter
3:18, Rev. 2,3). When men think of the Church of
Christ, they think of a group of local churches that
has divided through the years over issues such as
instrumental music, premillennialism and institutional-
ism. They say that the "next thing that will divide the
church” (the conservative alliance, or collection of
churches) will be the marriage, divorce and remar-
riage issue.

*When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks
of those growing in Him with obedient hearts in spite
of imperfections (John 17:6). When men think of the
Church of Christ, they think of those who conform to
unwritten creeds composed of doctrines that
"leaders” have declared to be essential.

*When God thinks of leaders in the church of Christ,
He thinks of spiritually poverty stricken servants, who
are "last" in the minds of men and yet whose quiet

When God thinks of the
church of Christ, He
thinks of those growing in

examples transform others
(Matt. 5:3,16;19:30; 20:25-28).
When men think of leaders in
the Church of Christ, they think
of editors of papers, leaders in
colleges or well known preach-
ers who hold many gospel meet-

Him with obedient hearts 4=
in spite of imperfections

(John 17:6).

* When God thinks of the Savior
of the Church, He thinks only of
His Son, Jesus Christ. When
men think of the Church of
Christ, they think of an alliance
of local churches that David
Lipscomb "saved" from the Missionary Society, Foy
E. Wallace "saved" from premillennialism and other
leading editors have "saved" from other dangers.

*When God thinks of where to find the church of
Christ, He thinks of the hearts of men (1 Samuel
16:7). When men think of where to find the Church
of Christ, they think of church directories.

*When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks
of those who have responded to the spiritual attrac-
tion for those who are of good ground - the gospel
of Jesus Christ (Romans 1:16; 1 Cor. 2:2). When
men think of the church of Christ, they think of an
alliance or movement that itself is the primary attrac-
tion to those who are of good ground.

*When God thinks of the church of Christ, He thinks
of a glorious body of saved individuals who are al-
lowing themselves to be transformed into the image
of His Son, in spite of the wrangling and political
maneuvering of men (Eph. 5:25,26; 2 Cor. 3:18).
When men think of the Church of Christ, they either
think of a religious movement that has fragmented
itself into dozens of warring factions, each claiming
to "have" the truth on dozens of difficult issues, or
they think of one of the factions.

What do you think of when you think of the
church of Christ?




