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The Lord’s church in Your Community

There are many churches in many places
which have no bowling club, no softball
team, nor do they sponsor a Boy Scout troop. The physical
property of these churches includes a very modern place for
assembly and worship, with class rooms for Bible Study; but
in all of this widespread plant there is no kitchen, no banquet
hall, no gymnasium, no party room.

Your first thought may be, "What strange churches! What
strange people!" Perhaps. However, many of these church
members are your neighbors and enjoy their food, recreation,
and entertainment just as much as everyone else. But the
church building is not used as a civic or social club. By now
you may be asking, "Then what does this congregation offer
me? What does she offer the community in which you live?"
These are fair questions and demand fair, open answers.

The church was established by Jesus Christ the Son of God,
to fill a need, to do a work that no human institution could
possibly perform. We deplore the fact that denominations
have smothered the real purpose of the church beneath civic,
social, and domestic affairs. Upon reading Matthew 16:18;
Acts 20:28; Ephesians 3:10-11; 5:25; and 1 Timothy 3:15
we need to be impressed with the sacredness of the church.
She can have no trivial purpose, nor is such assigned to her
by the Word of God.

But some say, "We live in the 21st century. The church must
meet the needs of today!" Exactly so! We have many fine
civic and social organizations which can meet the physical
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needs of our community, and we as individu-
als need to support and promote all whole-
some efforts to better the lot of mankind in this life. But
this 21st century is woefully lacking in emphasis upon the
soul of man, and his eternal welfare. Yes, the church must
meet the need of today - the very greatest need of all
being the peculiar and distinctive benefit offered mankind
by Christ - the salvation of their soul.

Our primary concern is with the spiritual needs of mankind
- his need is for God, for forgiveness of sins, for genuine
God-satisfying worship, for the pureness of conscience
that can come only from living, working and worshipping
according to the directions of the Word of God.

As a people we know we are not perfect, "For we dare not
make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with
some that commend themselves; but measuring them-
selves by themselves, and comparing themselves among
themselves, are not wise. But we will not boast of things
without measure, but according to the measure to reach
even unto you" (2 Corinthians 10:12,13).

We make no plea of greatness on our part, but pledge
ourselves to strive diligently to follow the rule of God, the
divine message. We speak where the Bible speaks, and
are silent where the Bible is silent.

Visit with us and we will welcome your honest investi-
gation of the church of Christ in this community.
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News and Notes

Our monthly men’s business meeting
will be today at 3:30.
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Our monthly singing will be tonight!

Let us remember Matthew Johnson,
David Golden and Tim Morton in our

prayers as they are deployed overseas.

Let us remember Jared Burton and
Chris Davis as they undergo treatments.

Let us remember our expectant
mothers in our prayers: Anne Morton and

Jana Hall.

Lori Holloway’s condition has made
some improvements!

A Danger

Thoughts to Ponder

Courage is
resistance to fear,
mastery of fear,
not absence of fear.

Do You Have a Bible
Question?.

Calli(334) 734-2133 or
E-mail:
LarryRouse@aubeacon.com

SCHEDULE OF
SERVICES
Sunday
Bible Class ................ 9:30 AM

Worship ................. 10:20 AM

Evening Worship ........... 6:00 PM
Wednesday

Bible Classes...............7:00 PM

Ask about our home Bible
Study Groups!

Larry Rouse
Evangelist and Editor

Dangerous Preaching
By Sewell Hall

A man who accepts the task of
preaching the gospel accepts a
dreadful responsibility. “My brethren,
let not many of you become teachers,
knowing that we shall receive a
stricter judgment” (James 3:1). Appli-
cation of these words may not be
limited to what we commonly term
local preachers, but they apply in a
special way to such men. The longer
a man remains with a church, doing
such work, the more responsible he
becomes for the convictions and
faithfulness of the members.

Brother, why do you preach? Is it a
profession for you, simply a way of
making a living? Is it a career that
you wish to enhance by building up a
large congregation? Is it an opportu-
nity to exercise your artistic talents by
producing a masterpiece of words
each week? Is it the pride of having
people praise your preaching for
years without tiring of it? Preaching
for these reasons may build reputa-
tions or even larger congregations
but it will not produce godly, well-
informed, and indoctrinated Chris-
tians. Preaching that is God ap-
proved is not for the advancement of
the preacher but for the salvation and
edification of the hearers.

Note three examples of dangerous
preaching.

€heck Us Out On the Internet:

The first church does not want sound
teaching and will avoid preachers they
fear might produce it. The second
church will accept sound teaching and
appreciate it, but they do not demand
it. The third church not only accepts

sound teaching but will accept
nothing short of it. However, those
churches that will accept it but do
not get it for a period of ten years
will cease to want it.

Preaching What is False

The Old Testament is filled with warn-
ings. Remember the “man of God” who
died because he believed a false
prophet’s lie (1 Kings 13). Jesus
warned, “Beware of false prophets who
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravenous

wolves” (Matt.7:15). Peter echoed
these words, predicting, “...there will
be false teachers among you, who will
secretly bring in destructive here-
sies...” (2 Pet.2:1).

The danger of false teaching is recog-
nized by most of us. But teaching does
not have to be false to be dangerous.
We have seen how the media can dis-
tort the news by reporting only selected
facts. Those facts may be true but if

(Continued on page 2)
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they do not give the whole picture, false impres-
sions are left. A mother may not feed her child
poison, but if she does not give it the balanced
diet it needs she may contribute to its sickness or
even death.

Preaching Only in Generalities

We may be pleased when someone says, “You
have made me eager to obey God in everything.”
Such words are encouraging, but we should not
suppose that our job is done when this is said.
Jeremiah’s countrymen said, “Whether it is pleas-
ing or displeasing, we will obey the voice of the
Lord our God....” (Jer.42:6). But when Jeremiah
told them what God wanted them to do, they to-
tally rejected it and called him a liar. It is our job,
as it was Jeremiah’s, to show our hearers what
God says they should do and not do. We need to
be teaching what is wrong with profanity, dancing,
drinking, immodesty, and other worldliness; as
well as with the social gospel, instrumental music,
Calvinism, denominationalism, institutionalism and
other doctrinal errors.

Preachers, how long has it been since you have
preached on these important subjects? Elders,
how long has it been since the flock for which you
are responsible have been taught on such sub-
jects as these? We may think that the congrega-
tion knows about these things, but how do they
know? Even if the older members know, what
about young people who did not hear the old ser-
mons of thirty years ago? It is a failure to continue
preaching on such things that leaves a church
open to worldliness and unscriptural innovations.

My brother, Bill, has observed that churches vary
in their feeling about sound doctrinal preaching.
The first church does not want sound teaching
and will avoid preachers they fear might produce
it. The second church will accept sound teaching
and appreciate it, but they do not demand it. The
third church not only accepts sound teaching but
will accept nothing short of it. However, those
churches that will accept it but do not get it for a
period of ten years will cease to want it.

Preaching that is Limited to Attacks on World-
liness and Error

It can kill a church. Recently, someone reported to

me their periodic visits to a very small congregation of
older Christians, and observed that every time they
visited the preacher was warning about some kind of
apostasy that really does not threaten those faithful
veterans. All Christians, young and old, need encour-
agement. The gospel is good news; the promises it
makes and the hope it gives should be often
stressed.

The same passage (2 Tim.4:2) that calls upon evan-
gelists to convince and rebuke also instructs them to
exhort. Exhortation involves appeal, entreaty, encour-
agement, consolation and comfort (Vines). “Now we
exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly,
comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient
with all” (1 Thess.5:14).

On the Other Hand...

Great preaching has always come from the heart of
one who was passionate about the needs of his hear-
ers and confident that God’s word is the solution to
their needs. One of the temptations involved in
preaching to the same congregation each Sunday is
the feeling that one must come up with something
that is either new, or a novel presentation of what is
old. The needs of the hearers may be forgotten. One
may use scripture—even limit himself to expository
preaching—yet not deal with the current needs of his
audience.

Jeremiah rebuked the sins of his generation and
warned them of future consequences until he was
tempted to keep silent. “But His word was in my heart
like a burning fire shut up in my bones. And | was
weary of holding it back, and | could not” (Jer.20:9).
“Someone has said that there are three kinds of
preachers. The first has to say something—he is a
paid talker who has to fill a certain amount of time
each week. The second has something to say, and
that is a whole lot better. But best of all is the third—
the man who has something to say and has to say
it. That is the kind of preacher Jeremiah was” (L.A.
Mott in Thinking Through Jeremiah).

Each of us who preach should ask, “What is the burn-
ing fire in my bones that | cannot hold back?” If we do
not have such a burning fire, or if it is something other
than “what is good for edification, that it may impart
grace to the hearers” (Eph.4:29), then we had

best quit preaching. E
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Real Men
By Randy Blackaby

Real men are becoming a lost commodity. Men who
know their role in the family, in society and the world are
harder and harder to find.

The feminist movement, which has entered its second
generation, has failed utterly in its mission to liberate
women but has caused many men to lose their sense of
masculinity and purpose in marriage and the home.
Most men, it would appear, have abdicated their role as
family leaders under societal pressures initiated by the
feminist movement.

Today's talk shows, classrooms and workplaces repeat-
edly are heard to advocate the creation of unisex or an-
drogynous human beings with no difference in functions,
despite the never-greater volumes of data about the
physical and emotional differences between the sexes.

The feminist goals include complete mutual decision-
making and shared authority in the home, equal sharing
of the role of supporting the family financially, and full
sharing of home-making and child-care functions. This
has been sold as a "fair" system and compared nega-
tively with "traditional" arrangements where separate
roles were identified for husbands and wives.

While these "goals" have been identified and approved
by society in general, the "results" have been catastro-
phic.

Shared leadership concepts have resulted in no leader-
ship because equality of authority is antithetical to the
very concept of leadership.

With the majority of women insisting on sharing in the
income production role that once was the male domain,
larger and larger numbers of children are being surren-
dered to the care of modem day "orphans homes" the
day care center and the public school system.

As biblical patterns for marriage roles and family life are
abandoned there is emerging a rapid increase in sexual
dysfunction in marriage and, sometimes, abandonment
of natural sexual roles for homosexual perversions. Di-
vorce and the broken home are now more normal in
many communities than the intact family.

And, without functioning families, children are left without

the environment necessary to teach love, morality and
personal responsibility. Our overburdened judicial and
prison systems are but another manifestation of the end
results.

What is needed critically today are men who understand

their purpose and roles as leaders of their families.
Needed are men who carry out their God-ordained
duties to wives and children.

The Bible teaches, in passages like 1 Corinthians
11:3 and Ephesians 5:23, that husbands are to be the
"heads" of their wives and families. To people who
reject the Bible outright this means nothing but to those
who respect God's word it clearly asserts a husband's
leadership, authority to direct and rule in the home.

By understanding the concept of "headship" one can
see God's wisdom. Just as a human body with two
heads would be a paralyzed monstrosity so is the
home with two heads.

Men today need to re-learn what home leadership is all
about. Issuing orders, receiving deference and respect
may be a part of it but much, much more is involved.

God tells the man to be the "provider" for his family in 1
Timothy 5:8. The authority given a man also calls for
him to be a primary teacher and guide to the family,
both in word and example.

Unlike most typical homes today, God's ideal home has
the husband and father being the principal disciplinar-
ian responsible for training, development, and correc-
tion of his children. Passages in the Bible like Ephe-
sians 6:4 show a man he has this responsibility. When
he abdicates this job or delegates it completely to his
wife, he has failed.

The real model for husband-like leadership is found in
the example of Jesus himself, not in the macho-ism of
the contemporary scene. Jesus led by love, sacrifice
and submission of personal well-being and desires to
the well-being of others.

The feminist movement is not totally responsible for the
negative attitudes toward male leadership in the home
today. Men who have abused or abdicated their re-
sponsibilities in the past are partially the cause.

But whatever the past failures and their causes, the
crying need today is for men to re-assume their re-
sponsibilities and to lead, guide and love their wives
and families through the morass of evils that today
threaten our homes, nation and world.

Leadership will not be easy in our unisex society. ]
But, then, leadership never has been easy. Real
men are needed for the task.




