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Standing Alone

"At my first answer no man stood with me, By Edward O. Bragwell between personality and principle. One need
but all men forsook me: | pray God that it not feel obligated to support a brother in a
may not be laid to their charge." (2 Tim. 4:16) purely personal dispute. In such matters both parties are

In the battle for right, one should stand alone if necessary. But :z::u?/pwrong One cannot afford to be a party to such parti-
it should not be necessary. Paul recalls his encounter with the T

coppersmith. He relates, without bitterness, bow he was left to ~ However, principles are held and advanced by persons.
fight the battle alone. Yet, he was not really alone. The Lord  Ideas are not just loose in the air they are in people. Doc-
stood with him. (v. 17) How discouraging the absence of the  {rines are not promoted by things they are taught and de-

brethren must have been. But, how encouraging was the fact ~ fended by personalities. It is too easy to dismiss every
that the Lord stood with him! dispute in religion as a "personality clash" between the

Standing for truth is bound t d ies. J id disputants. It avoids the effort of determining who, if any-
mjcr:]h'lr'l‘gl'h(i)r:k r:ot tlﬁatolu:m gorrfnrg tzcieigeggié Eiltjsass?/i/orsdo one, is right. It avoids having to make the painful decision
For | am come to set a man at variance against his father, and E)outSttaJEtdis\Niltﬂt]h:Kr)isitiao fre right. It may be the easy way
the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a man's ’ ) o v ) ]

foes shall be they of his own household." (Mt. 10:34-36) fF’ecsz?h0$ﬁn privately admire those \tNTo :?kte ? tflrm star;d
Standing for the truth should produce friends as well. We orirulh. 'hey may even say so privately. ret, if It comes to

should openly stand for Christ. A Christian cannot help being 22:{]“')%9[?5&3?”0&;:2} t?ﬁ:re]d;;ici)psle, then forget it! It might
encouraged by knowing that be has the support of good breth- y ps.

ren in his spiritual warfare. If | had to stand alone, as Paul did,
| wonder how strong | would be. | pray | shall not have to be
put to the test. The moral support of good brethren in the
Lord's work is priceless.

Let us learn not to stand with any person above principle.
That is cheap partisanship. But let us not be afraid to

be identified with persons of principle. They should

not have to stand alone - even if they are willing to.

Before taking a stand with any person, one should distinguish
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Ed Mort
(Friend of Sharon Bailey)

Erlene Davis
(Walker Davis’

Kenn and Ellen Smith
(Ken Sullivanne’s
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Thought to Ponder

No one ever
graduates from
Bible study until he
meets the author

face to face.

Do You Have a Bible
Question?.
Calli(334) 734-2133 or
E-mail:
LarryRouse@aubeacon.com

SCHEDULE OF
SERVICES
Sunday
Bible Class ................ 9:30 AM

Worship ..10:20 AM
Evening Worship ........... 6:00 PM

Wednesday
Bible Classes...............7:00 PM

Aslc about our home Bible
Study Groups!

Larry Rouse
Evangelist and Editor

A People of Refuge
By Larry Rouse

1 The identifying characteristic of God’s

people is their love for and their in-

| volvement with one another. These

identifying marks of the church of
Christ are not merely outward beliefs
or outward practices found only in our
assemblies, but they are, in fact,
shown by our willingness to lift up and
care for others whenever their time of
need arises. “A new commandment |
give to you, that you love one another;
as | have loved you, that you also love
one another. By this all will know that
you are My disciples, if you have love
for one another” (John 13:34-35). It is
no surprise that Jesus described the
separation of the saved from the lost at
the judgment day as being determined
by service rendered or in service that
was ignored to others in their time of
need (Mt 25:44-46).

Make no mistake that every child of
God must be determined to do “all
things” the Lord has commanded (Mt
28:20). Still it is the human side of
God’s commands, the willingness to
sacrifice our time, our effort and our
money to be intimately involved with
others of vastly different backgrounds,
that provides the greatest evidence of
our faith in God. In order for us to help
another, we must first empty ourselves
just as our Lord did when He came to
earth (Phil 2:1-8).

Everyone who comes to God under-
stands their need of refuge. Our God

€heck Us Out On the Internet:

God wants to provide, but He
will only do so for those who
look for Him. “But without
faith it is impossible to please

Him, for he who comes to
God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of

those who diligently seek Him.

(Hebrews 11:6)”

provides a refuge, not one in a physical
place, but in a spiritual place, a place
that He describes as His church. When
one is baptized in water he is then
added by God to a spiritual family de-
scribed as the body of Christ (1 Cor
12:13). Our primary care comes directly
from God through His written revelation,
His daily provisions and through the lives
of those who were also washed in the
blood of Christ. We come to God broken
in our sin, rejected by the world and
completely empty of any good that would
obligate God to us (Matt 5:1-8). It is at
this point where God begins rebuilding
our lives, and a major tool that He uses
in that process is the local church.

The Reality of the World

In this world we will find rejection, exploi-
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

tation and slander. King David once cried out to God
for refuge in a world that wanted to see him de-
stroyed. “Have mercy on me, O LORD, for | am in
trouble; My eye wastes away with grief, Yes, my
soul and my body! For my life is spent with grief,
And my years with sighing; My strength fails be-
cause of my iniquity, And my bones waste away. |
am a reproach among all my enemies, But espe-
cially among my neighbors, And am repulsive to my
acquaintances; Those who see me outside flee from
me. {12} | am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind;
| am like a broken vessel. For | hear the slander of
many; Fear is on every side; While they take coun-
sel together against me, They scheme to take away
my life. (Psalms 31:9-13)”

God responded to David’s call for help by providing
such a refuge with Himself and with His people. “Oh,
how great is Your goodness, Which You have laid
up for those who fear You, Which You have pre-
pared for those who trust in You In the presence of
the sons of men! You shall hide them in the secret
place of Your presence From the plots of man; You
shall keep them secretly in a pavilion From the strife
of tongues. Blessed be the LORD, For He has
shown me His marvelous kindness in a strong city!
For | said in my haste, “I am cut off from before Your
eyes”; Nevertheless You heard the voice of my sup-
plications When | cried out to You. Oh, love the
LORD, all you His saints! For the LORD preserves
the faithful, And fully repays the proud person. Be of
good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart,
All you who hope in the LORD. (Psalms 31:19-24)”

In the New Testament God describes how His peo-
ple both receive help and give help to those who are
weak and wounded. “Therefore strengthen the
hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, and
make straight paths for your feet, so that what is
lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.
(Hebrews 12:12-13)” What a comfort to find others
willing to selflessly extend their hands to assist in my
time of need!

Consider the needs of any man that comes to God
for refuge.

The Truth about Sin

Jesus pleaded with men to understand the bad news
about sin so that they might receive the good news.
Any “comfort” that comes without first dealing with
the issue of sin is a shallow and empty comfort.

Sadly many churches of men have rejected the Bible as
being inspired, and as a result, will never address the
subject of sin as our Lord did. “Therefore | said to you
that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe
that | am He, you will die in your sins. (John 8:24)”

The Forgiveness of Sin

Peter instructed those who never knew the Lord to re-
pent and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins (Acts
2:37-38). Christians were instructed by Peter to repent
and pray to God so that “the thought of your heart may
be forgiven you. (Acts 8:22)” What a comfort to find the
entire, enormous burden of your sin lifted!

A People to Share and to Stand With

The power of a local church is found in our knowledge
of our own forgiveness. Those who fail to grow in the
Lord were described by Peter: “For he who lacks these
things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has for-
gotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. (2 Peter
1:9)” Because of this, Christians above all people, will
show mercy and be quick to receive and comfort all
who repent and turn to the Lord. It is this forgiveness
that we have in common and that makes this relation-
ship so rich! We may be laughed at and ridiculed by the
world, for the world does not understand the basis of
our lives or of our companionship (Heb 10:32-35).

A People that Help Him to Remember and
Renew His Faith

The people of God have assemblies for this very pur-
pose. "Let us hold fast the confession of our hope with-
out wavering, for He who promised is faithful. **And let
us consider one another in order to stir up love and
good works, °not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching. (Hebrews 10:23-25)” In addition to these
assemblies, the bulk of this encouragement is found in
a day-to-day involvement with Christians in our homes
and in our lives (Acts 2:46-47).

Have You Found this Refuge?

This refuge will not be found in the wisdom of men nor
in their churches. This refuge will come when you find
and claim the written promises of God and stand with
others who do the same. God wants to provide, but He
will only do so for those who look for Him. “But without
faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is, and that

He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek

Him. (Hebrews 11:6)”
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The Prudent Pause
By Tim Nichols

We live in a time in which
restraint and self-discipline
are not widely considered to
be virtues. Impulse guides
behavior more than reason.
The gap between the im-
pulse and the resulting ac-
tion is sometimes so small
that, to many, it seems not
to exist. Many seem to be
willing to pronounce any act
justified if the impulse that
prompted it is in any way
justified.

But we are accountable to God for our actions
whether the world recognizes our accountabil-
ity or does not. When tempted to do a thing
that is wrong we are equipped with the God-
given ability to pause and think before acting.
What happens during that pause may have
eternal consequences. The Philadelphia
Youth Study Center used to have this slogan:
"The difference between the delinquent and
the non-delinquent youth is the pause be-
tween the temptation and the act." The slogan
is just as true if we delete the word "youth".

As we pause in the midst of temptation we
ought to remind ourselves that we do not usu-
ally have to act swiftly. We sometimes make
rash decisions rather than allow ourselves to
choose our actions or words slowly and delib-
erately (Proverbs 6:18; Romans 3:15;
James 1:19). Slow down. Widen the gap be-
tween the impulse and the action.

Take the time to think about the earthly conse-
quences of your actions. How will your ac-
tions affect your family, the church, your
friends, or your own reputation? Do you want

We sometimes make rash
decisions rather than allow
ourselves to choose our
actions or words slowly and
deliberately (Proverbs 6:18;

Romans 3:15; James 1:19).
Slow down. Widen the gap
between the impulse and the

action.

to live with those conse-
quences?

Take the time to consider all
of your options. Under pres-
sure we sometimes develop
"tunnel vision". We see only
one course of action when,
in fact, there are many op-
tions available to us. Look
for them. At least one of
your options will always be
morally right (1 Corinthians
10:13).

Take the time to consider the eternal conse-
quences (Revelation 21:8). The fear motive
may not be the "highest" motive in the rating
system that some brethren use, but we ought
to be grateful that God has revealed both his
goodness and his severity (Romans 11:22).
If a knowledge of God's wrath helps us to
gain one ounce of resolve to do right and
avoid evil, then we ought to be pleased to
have such knowledge.

Take the time to contemplate the goodness
of God. He is the source of every good gift
(James 1:17). He loved you enough to give
his son that you might have eternal life (John
3:16). Pause to think of the debt of gratitude
that you owe.

Pause to consider God's word. It contains
divine guidance that can keep you from evil
(Psalm 119:9-16). Sometimes in the midst
of temptation, when tempers or passions are
hottest, we search the Word of God less
when we need it most. It is during such times
that we would do well to heed the words

of our heavenly father who said, "Be still,

and know that | am God" (Psalm 46:10).




