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Are You Stubborn?

2:12). If they would repent they were told that
they could "Be glad then, you children of Zion
and rejoice in the LORD your God; for He has given you the
former rain faithfully, and He will cause the rain to come
down for you- The former rain, and the latter rain in the first
month." (Joel 2:23).

So then, God's willingness to provide the early and the
latter rain demonstrates His patience and longsuffering with

VOLUME 1, 1SSUE 41 A weekly publication of the University church of Christ in Auburn, Alabama

The Auburn Beaco

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

Crops need moisture. They need it shortly
after planting so that seeds can germinate
and grow, and they need it as they grow in order to produce a
useable harvest.

Crops need moisture. People need crops. But only God can
provide the rain. We must rely on Him to provide it. Long ago,
Zechariah advised his people to "Ask the LORD for rain in the
time of the latter rain. The LORD will make flashing clouds; He

By Steve Klein

Volume |, Issue 41 August 8, 2010

Elders as Shepherds

will give them showers of rain, grass in the field for every- mankind. But it also teaches mankind a lesson about trust- 4
one." (Zechariah 10:1) ing in the Lord to provide for us, and patiently waiting for : /’ By Charles Brackett
Him to do so. James 5:7-8 says, "Therefore be patient, ;

In Deuteronomy 11:13-14, God promised the Israelites that

He would send both the early and the latter rain on their crops brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer

A shepherd is literally one who

; ; iy . its for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for W/ ‘ . .

if they would obey His commandments. He said, "And it shall walts ¢ ! . g ’ feeds. He is a pastor. In Bible

be that if you earnestly obey My commandments which | com- ;t UT'IE” treglt_an;]es thehearI%/ a?d Ite;tter rain. YofutﬁlsE bg Pa't el times. the tvpi P | shepherd The Lord's church has never

mand you today, to love the LORD your God and serve Him Aend Stablish your hearts, for the coming ot the Lord 1s a es, the lypical shepnhe had a greater need for godly
and. tended his own flock, or dele-

with all your heart and with all your soul, then | will give you the £
rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the latter The blessings that we enjoy in Christ today are the early '
rain, that you may gather in your grain, your new wine, and rain. The greater blessings of the latter rain and the fruitful i
your oil." harvest are yet to come. Be patient. Trust the Lord. Serve g,

Many years later, after much disobedience on the part of the I-lllm(;alttufutlly.ﬁiy.by ?P?yt IGtEOW. B.e procti)ug:lt;\./e. The
Israelites, the Lord was still willing to provide this blessing for ;:houhs_ a V\‘Ill'h ring tha ?ther :jaln afreth UII_ Ir:jg_ont
His people if they would repent and turn to Him with all their h e donzon. € coming of tne aay of the Lord Is a
"heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning” (Joel and.

elders than it does right now.
We need men who have
prepared themselves to offer

gated the work to his children or
close relatives. By virtue of own-
ership, he was highly motivated
to the work. No sacrifice was too
great for his sheep. He shel-
tered them when cold, searched
for them when lost, and bound
up their wounds when hurt. With
only his dog and staff, he pro-
tected them from wolves that
were always crouching just out

spiritual counseling and who

are, as Paul said in Romans
15:14, "full of goodness,

filled with all knowledge, and
able also to admonish."

Thought to Ponder

For the watching
world, we ourselves
serve proof that God is
alive. We form the
visible shape of what he

Titus 2:11-12 (NKJV) — For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared News and Notes

to all men, '“teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
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28—Cole Johnson
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Let us continue to remember
Dave Bradford in our prayers. You can
send him cards and letters at: 664 Lee

Rd 84, Auburn, AL 36830

Anna Miller gave birth to Emma
Elizabeth on Monday!

Seth Buchanan and Rebekah Parks
were married on Friday!

Pam Craig (Laura’s Weldon’s
grandmother) died on Wed. and was

buried on Sat.

Ladies classes in the homes are
being planned for the coming year.
Please see Yvette or Denise for feed-

back.

Students will be returning next
weekend for the fall semester!

Do You Have a Bible
Question?.

Calli(334) 734-2133 or
E-mail:
LarryRouse@aubeacon.com

5k

SCHEDULE OF
SERVICES
Sunday
Bible Class ................ 9:30 AM

.10:20 AM
Evening Worship ........... 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Bible Classes...............7:00 PM

Aslc about our home Bible
Study Groups!

Larry Rouse
Evangelist and Editor

of sight and scent. A hireling
would not be so diligent. He

would not watch with the same
degree of love and concern as
the shepherd who cared for his
own or his father's possessions.

Most of the shepherd's time was
spent feeding and watering the
flock. He was the shepherd, the
feeder. Sheep were not fed in a
pen as a farmer might feed his
pigs, but in open pasture. The
shepherd constantly moved his

charge from hillside to valley

searching for better grazing and

€heck Us Out On the Internet:

were occasions when searching
or binding or protecting was nec-
essary, the shepherd's continual
duty was to feed and water, feed
and water. And when that duty
was done, he watered and fed.

God has always looked at His
people as sheep. He cares for
them with the tenderness of a
shepherd who gathers the lambs
in his arms and gently leads
those who are with young (Isaiah
40:11). Further, God has always

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

considered those in positions of leadership
over His sheep as shepherds. Overseers of
the Lord's church are shepherds. Their po-
sition and their responsibility are put clearly
in focus in 1 Peter 5:14 when Peter re-
minded elders to "shepherd the flock of
God which is among you..." For those who
discharge their responsibility well, Peter
extended God's promise of "an unfading
crown of God's glory" when the "Chief
Shepherd" appears. On the other hand,
God is against shepherds who "do not feed
the flock" (Ezekiel 34:8-10). His words
against negligent elders in Ezekiel's day
were unmistakable. "The weak you have
not strengthened, nor have you healed
those who were sick, nor bound up the bro-
ken, nor brought back what was driven
away, nor sought what was lost but with
force and cruelty you have ruled

them" (Ezekiel 34:4).

To each elder today the obligation of a
shepherd over God's flock should be clear.
And what is necessary for each to dis-
charge his obligation is equally clear. He
can do so only in his personal relationship
with each member of the flock. Just as a
shepherd on the hillsides of Judea
searched for and cradled a single lost lamb
against the ravages of a cold night, an
elder of the Lord's church must be con-
cerned for each individual member in his
care.

That kind of concern is not possible without
love, that sacrificial love which demands
time. Not the kind of time and concern ex-
pected of a hireling but that which distin-
guishes a son of the owner. To be sure,
much of an elder's feeding and watering
will be accomplished when he has opened
to the flock the good pasture and cool

streams of God's word, but some of the lambs
require individual attention. There are many in
the flock who are spiritually undernourished.
Some are crippled by sin, and some are only
a hair's breadth from falling headlong over the
precipice of Satan's domain. Will the shepherd
act? The one who is truly committed to the
Chief Shepherd will.

God's shepherd will be ever watchful for any
telltale sign that something is wrong in the life
of one of the Father's little ones. He will be
available to listen, and he will be a source of
spiritual guidance for those who are groping.
The Lord's church has never had a greater
need for godly elders than it does right now.
We need men who have prepared themselves
to offer spiritual counseling and who are, as
Paul said in Romans 15:14, "full of goodness,
filled with all knowledge, and able also to ad-
monish." With wise instruction and loving
counsel, many members of the Lord's church
today could be brought closer to the Lord. We
need shepherds who will sound a loving alarm
when one's faith falters, or when a marriage
shows signs of weakening. We need elders
who are unafraid to go after the one who
strays or question the one who does not
speak as the oracles of God. We need pas-
tors who are willing to be close to the sheep--
close enough to know them, to feel their hurts
and bind their wounds. Above all, we need
shepherds who will see that each lamb stays
on the safe path of righteousness and who will
continually feed us on God's word, even those
of the flock who lack interest. Without such
shepherds God's lambs will seek counsel from
the ungodly and will be led to stand in the
path of sinners and sit in the seat of scoffers!
We are the Lord's! We are His valuable sheep
bought with the blood of His only begot-

ten Son. Our shepherds must exercise

due care in watching over our souls.
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Change For Our Children?

By Tim Nichols

Much has been said in recent
years concerning the self-
proclaimed "change agents”
among churches of Christ.
Biblically, we have already
shown that they do not have a
leg to stand on and that the
Bible is not one of the legs on
which they are attempting to
stand. My purpose, here, is
not to fully deal with their

ble, but to make some obser-
vations about the internal
logic of this party's platform.

Plank #1 seems to be that the church must make
drastic changes because culture is constantly
changing and we must become more relevant for
the sake of our children in coming generations.
With the new millennium looming on the horizon,
this idea seems to be especially significant to
those who press it. This thinking was widespread
at end of the last century but it may be even more
S0 as we approach a year with three zeros.

Go back and read some old magazines. Popular
Mechanics would be a good choice. Look at all of
the predictions about how we were supposed to
be living and thinking by now. They supposed that
we would be living like the Jetson's, care nothing
about birds, flowers, and trees, and have robots
doing our every bidding. We laugh at what they
thought our dress and fashion would be like. We
are amused, fourteen years later, at the predic-
tions that George Orwell made concerning 1984.
The truth is that culture changes, styles change,
people change, and even styles of thinking
change among large populations within a culture,
-- but almost never in ways that are very predict-
able. The "change agents" of the last century
("progressives") were quite certain that the church
needed to change so that future generations
would flock to it. They divided the church over it

Brethren, let's stick with the
old plan. If there are changes
that need to be made in
individual Christians and
independent local churches,

they need to be made in
order to conform to the will

of God as expressed in the
ideas on the basis of the Bi- Bible.

and started the "Christian
Church." Those who failed to
see their great vision for the
future continued trying to sim-
ply be the church revealed in
the New Testament. Contrary
to the predictions of the
"progressives," those who re-
mained with simple New Tes-
tament Christianity became
the fastest growing religious
body in America by the middle
of our current century. The
"progressives" -- who felt cer-
tain that they knew what the
next generation would need and want -- experi-
enced no such growth.

Would it not be more honest for "change agents”
to simply say, "WE want to make changes now
because WE want them now"? Those who pro-
ject their own desires onto the next generation
may feel honorable and unselfish for expressing
their own wishes in this way. Unless, however,
their ability to predict the future far surpasses
that of all previous generations, they are likely
mistaken every time they anticipate the needs
and movements of future generations. Since
culture continuously changes, it is not reason-
able to demand changes today to satisfy our
children tomorrow.

Brethren, let's stick with the old plan. If there are
changes that need to be made in individual
Christians and independent local churches, they
need to be made in order to conform to the will
of God as expressed in the Bible. No reasonable
man alive denies that such flaws exist and need
mending. But to try to remodel the Lord's church
with human hands to prepare it for the next gen-
eration to move in is both rebellious and un-
reasonable. Let's never forget that "his mercy

is on them that fear him from generation to
generation" (Luke 1:50).




