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would last for hundreds of years into the future. For-
tunately for Daniel and for the few remaining Jews
that walked by faith, they were not swayed by the
“wisdom” that “all things continue as they were” (2
Peter 3:4). Those faithful Jews, as a result, never
trusted in the “status-quo” of Babylonian rule.

Daniel was in his early 80’s when the events of
Daniel 5 came to pass. He was aware of the proph-
ecy of Jeremiah that the captivity would only last 70
years (Jer 25:11-14). Daniel’s life was defined by his
relationship to God and not by “success” determined
by worldly standards. At any point during Daniel’s
lifetime those who “walked by sight” would have
laughed at the “insignificant few” associated with his
stand of faith. His stand brought ridicule and death
threats. Some of those threats were put into action.
In all of this God was, in fact, using Daniel as the
first building block of a remnant that would return to
rebuild Israel and usher in the Messiah. Would you
have been found standing with Daniel if you had
lived then?

The Struggle of Our Generation

Prosperity can be more damaging to a living faith
than adversity! When Israel was told about the
promised land and the great physical blessings that
God would give them, He also included a warning of
the likely reaction of the people to their prosperity.
“Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God
by not keeping His commandments, His judgments,
and His statutes which | command you today, lest—
when you have eaten and are full, and have built
beautiful houses and dwell in them; and when your
herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and
your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is
multiplied; when your heart is lifted up, and you for-
get the LORD your God who brought you out of the
land of Egypt....then you say in your heart, ‘My
power and the might of my hand have gained me
this wealth” (Deut 8:11-17).

Look again at how far we have moved in our physi-
cal prosperity within the church. Sociologists have
noted that religious movements that “move up the
ladder” of wealth and education often cast off their
past beliefs to be more compatible with their new
social relationships and status. The scriptures bear
witness to this tendency to allow prosperity and edu-
cation to choke a Biblical faith. “Listen, my beloved
brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world

to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He
promised to those who love Him? (James 2:5)” “For
you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise ac-
cording to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble,

are called” (1 Corinthians 1:26).
God is in Control

Daniel was able to witness in his lifetime what Isaiah
and the other prophets had plainly stated about the
kingdoms of men. “Behold, the nations are as a drop in
a bucket, and are counted as the small dust on the
scales; Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing....
All nations before Him are as nothing, and they are
counted by Him less than nothing and worth-

less” (Isaiah 40:15-17). In one night the hand of God
wrote the epitaph of the Babylonian empire on the wall
during a drunken party of their ruler Belshazzar (Daniel
5:5-9). Even though Belshazzar offers Daniel the posi-
tion of third ruler in the kingdom, a gold chain and cloth-
ing of purple, Daniel appropriately responded “Let your
gifts be for yourself, and give your rewards to an-
other” (Daniel 5:17). Before the night was finished Bel-
shazzar was dead, the “impregnable fortress” of Baby-
lon was captured and destroyed never to rise again,
and Daniel was alive and well and faithful to God.

The Need of Our Generation

We desperately need to build a people that looks to
God as their foundation. Rather than trying to lament
over numbers, reunite a human movement called “the
restoration movement”, or make our worship man-
centered so more people can be found in our assem-
blies, we need to learn again how to draw close to our
God. “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your
hearts, you double-minded. Lament and mourn and
weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your
joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and He will lift you up” (James 4:8-10).

What will last in this life? “But this | say, brethren, the
time is short, so that from now on even those who have
wives should be as though they had none, those who
weep as though they did not weep, those who rejoice
as though they did not rejoice, those who buy as though
they did not possess, and those who use this world as
not misusing it. For the form of this world is passing
away” (1 Cor 7:29-31). The handwriting is already on
the wall for this world as the Lord is returning

and all physical things will be “burned up”

(2 Peter 3:9-10). Where do you stand?
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How Men Act When They Repent
By Steve Klein

In Matthew 12:41, Jesus
said, "The men of Nineveh
will rise up in the judgment
with this generation and
condemn it, because they
repented at the preaching of
Jonah; and indeed a greater
than Jonah is

here." According to Jesus,
the men of Nineveh re-
pented at the preaching of
Jonah.

You remember the story,
don't you? God had com-
manded Jonah, "Arise, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it;
for their wickedness has come up before

Me" (Jonah 1:2). Now Nineveh was not only a
city filled with wickedness, it was also the capital
of the Assyrians, hated enemies of the Israel-
ites. Jonah didn't want to go. He fled from God's
presence. However, after being given some
quality time in the belly of a fish to reflect and
pray, Jonah decided to obey God. Jonah
walked through the city proclaiming the judg-
ment of the Lord upon these pagan people: "Yet
forty days, and Nineveh shall be over-

thrown!" (Jonah 3:4).

The people of Nineveh repented. They
"proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from
the greatest to the least of them" (Jonah

3:5). When word came to the king of Nineveh,
"he arose from his throne and laid aside his
robe, covered himself with sackcloth and sat in
ashes." He decreed that "neither man nor beast,
herd nor flock" were to eat or drink and that
"every one" was to "turn from his evil way and
from the violence that is in his hand" (Jonah
3.:7-8).

| am afraid that too many of us
think that our repentance
should go unnoticed. We are
incognito repenters! And while
God hardly asks us to don

sackcloth and ashes today, He
does ask us to "do works
befitting repentance”

(Acts 26:20).

The text says that, "God saw
their works, that they turned
from their evil way; and God
relented from the disaster
that He had said He would
bring upon them" (Jonah
3:10). God can read men's
hearts. He knows more
about what is going on in our
heads than we do our-
selves. But He did not need
to read the minds of the
Ninevites to know that they
had repented. He "saw their
works, that they turned away
from evil". When the men of Nineveh repented,
nobody was left to wonder whether or not their
repentance was genuine. Nobody was left
guessing about their intention to stop commit-
ting evil. Nobody would have doubted they had
actually repented of their sins.

We really need to learn this lesson from the
men of Nineveh. We need to learn how to act
when we repent. Repentance isn't just saying
"excuse me," "my bad," or "forgive me," and
then going on with our lives as if nothing hap-
pened. Repentance should produce real
change in our actions. We are to "bear fruits
worthy of repentance" (Matthew 3:8). | am
afraid that too many of us think that our repen-
tance should go unnoticed. We are incognito
repenters! And while God hardly asks us to
don sackcloth and ashes today, He does ask
us to "do works befitting repentance" (Acts
26:20).

Let's resolve to turn away from sin in our
lives, and make sure that we behave in such a
way that folks can tell that's what we've
done!




