Lesson 8 – A Study of the Holy Spirit
The “Earnest” of the Spirit
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I. What is an “Earnest?”
3642 avrrabw,n, w/noj, o` transliterated from the Hebrew; literally, as a legal and
commercial technical term, an advance transaction that guarantees the validity of a
contract or a full purchase price down payment, first installment, pledge; figuratively in
the NT, of the gift of the Holy Spirit to believers (2C 1.22)
2 Corinthians 1:21-22 21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has
anointed us is God, 22 who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a
guarantee.
2 Corinthians 5:4-5 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because
we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life.
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Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit
as a guarantee.
Ephesians 1:13-14 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy
Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.
A. When earnest is given in a contract this is a partial payment that stands as a
guarantee that full payment will be made.
1. How great is heaven?
2. We get an idea from the earnest we have received!
B. When we speak about what God wants to do for us now, words are not accurate.
(Eph 3:17-21)
Ephesians 3:17-21 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being
rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the
width and length and depth and height -- 19 to know the love of Christ which passes
knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to Him who is
able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.
II. What has been granted to us before we receive the full inheritance?
A. Every Spiritual Blessing (Eph 1:3)
Ephesians 1:3 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
B. We are led by the Spirit. (Rom 8:1-5, 14-15)
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Romans 8:1-5 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,
who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what
the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 4
that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit,
the things of the Spirit.
Romans 8:14-15 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.
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For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit
of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father."
C. We receive the fruit of the Spirit. (Gal 5:22-26)
Galatians 5:22-26 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
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And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If
we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited,
provoking one another, envying one another.
D. We are filled with the Spirit. (Eph 5:18-20; Col 3:15-17)
Ephesians 5:18-20 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be
filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all
things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Colossians 3:15-17 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you
were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in
all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
1. Since this is a command, how are we to fulfill it?
2. How can I determine if another has fulfilled this command? (Acts 6:3-4)
Acts 6:3-4 3 "Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good
reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business;
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"but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word."
III. What things does the Holy Spirit do for us apart from the written word?
Romans 8:26-27 26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not
know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for
us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows
what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to
the will of God.
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